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PAHS’ I 


SECTION I 

6981st Radio Group Mobile (3rd Radio Squadron, Mobile) 

CHAPTER 1 - 1950 

- The 6981 st RGM (3rd RSM) participation In Alaskan Theater 

SIGHT operations began on 23 November 1949 when the 3rd RSM was 
reactivated at Brooks APB, Texas. 

^ - 

The advanced echelon of the 3rd RSM arrived at Elmendorf APB, 
Alaska in April 1950. Personnel to man the unit departed Brooks 
AFB In late May and arrived In Alaska on 1 June. The squadron 
was led by Major Emil Polivka, Commander, and MSgt DeWayne Splckler, 
1st Sergeant. 

The area presently occupied by the Territorial Prison Camp 
was allocated by the Alaskan Air Command for tenancy by the 3rd 
RSM, Buildings consisted solely of quonsets in a rundown condition. 
It can be imagined that, as the first contingent of personnel drove 
up to this area, there was a long pause by all as the situation 
was given a perfunctory survey. First Sergeant Splckler then 
started the 3rd RSM on Its way with, "Well, here we are, let’s 
get to work!". 

The 3rd RSM began operations, with those words, on 2 June 
195D> The entire original effort was aimed toward establishing 
** facilities, obtaining equipment, and preparing for adequate 

logistic support of the 3rd RSM. 

" The original planning and Intent was directed toward estab¬ 

lishment of Intercept sites at Adak Island (Aleutian Chain), 

Alaska (in collocation with the Navy establishment at that 
location), at a temporary airfield designated Davis Air Force 
Base, and at Nome, Alaska at the then active USAF installation, 
Marks Air Force Base. 

Concurrently with the preparation of facilities and equip- 
meat at Elmendorf AFB, construction was In progress at Adak and 
Nome to establish the Intercept operations sites. Training of 
operations personnel during this pre-operational period was 
accomplished at the 3rd RSM and by the Navy at Adak. 

On 21 August intercept operations were initiated at Adak. 

This was the initial intercept operation conducted by USAFSS 
facilities in the Alaskan Theater. This site was designated 
* - Detachment Able, (see Section’II, Adak) 
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To support tills Intercept effort, analytic processing was 
Initiated at the 3rd RSM site in early September. The total 
force of this analysis unit consisted of one (l) officer and 
three (3) airmen. 

The second detached unit of the 3rd. RSM was activated at 
Marks AFB, Home, Alaska on 12 November, and was designated 
Detachment Baker. (See Section III, Nome.) 

Additional plans were formulated during this early period 
of organization to expand operations In the Alaskan Theater by 
constructing sites at St. Lawrence Island and at King Salmon 
(Haknek AFB), Alaska. The site at St. Lawrence Island had ten¬ 
tatively been set as Site F-9, N. B. Cape. These Installations 
had been prograamed and funds requested for construction in 1951* 
The target date for completion of both sites vas December 1951. 



In November, a radiotelephone processing effort composed of 
one (l) linguist and. one (l) analyst was established at the 3rd 
RSM. This effort vas established to perform translation and 
analysis of radiotelephone and Morse plain text communications 
Intercept at Detachments Able and Baker. 


Also in November, a processing operation was estab¬ 

lished at the 3rd RSM, This activity consisted solely of one (1) 
NCO. Full scale processing operations were not achieved 

until January 1951 when Captain Badgett (later killed, in an air¬ 
craft accident at Summit in August 1951) and five ( 9 ) airmen 
established consumer reporting of processed traffic. 


* 
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CHAPTER 2 - 1951 

Effective 1 February 1951; Detachments Able and Baker were 
redesignated Detachments 31 (Adak) and 32 (Hone); respectively, 
of the 3rd RSM. 


Plans vere provided by the USAFSS Engineering Section in 
February for a permanent Headquarters and Comunlcations/Opera¬ 
tions building, to be constructed at Elmendorf ATB, to house 
the 3rd RSM. These plans vere the first step taken in establish¬ 
ment of the 696lrt ROM as it stands today. The land on which the 
6981 st ROM now resides was acquired from the Alaskan Air Comnand 
(AAC) during this period. 


Also in early 1951; plans vere being discussed for operational 
site installations at Naknek ATB, King Salmon, Alaska, and at 
St. Lavrence Island, Alaska. Additions to the Installation at 
Adak vere also contemplated. Intercept operations at Home {Marks 
AFB) vere projected for incorporation in the St. Lavrence Island 
installation as Marks AFB had been under consideration for deac¬ 
tivation, leaving this organization without logistic support at 
that site. (See Section IV, Naknek and Section V, N. E. Cape.) 

During the latter part of 1951; the 3rd RSM continued to 
grow rapidly in manpower strength, and both operational capability 
and accomplishment. Final review of plans for the permanent 
installation at Elmendorf AFB vas accomplished with the District 
Engineers (AAC) in Hovember. Final decision vas made to use 
basic 500 man barracks plans with alterations as required. The 
contract for construction vas let on l 6 December 1951; and bids 
vere accepted subsequent to 16 January 1952- 


Limited Intercept operations vere established at the 
Elmendorf AFB site of the 3rd RSM in late November. This instal¬ 
lation consisted of three ( 3 ) positions located within the 3 rd 
RSM area. Antennas vere constructed after the freeze-upland^ 
posltionsvereaanne^wi a part time basis 

This effort vas established in an attempt 
b^prwRjc^Jeathei^ntelligeace for consumers on & timely basis. 


On 19 Hovember, an Intercept Control Section vas established 
at the 3rd RSM. This section assumed responsibility for the newly 
initiated Intercept and direction finding efforts. 


Original plans for an installation at H. E. Cape, St. 
Lavrence Island, had carried a tentative date for completion of 
construction of 1 December 1951* (See Section V, H. E. Cape.) 
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The primary obstacle to this optimistic target date was the lack 
of necessary funds, coupled with funding errors made In the 
original estiaates. In addition, severe weather Conditions had 
hampered even basic planning. Sufficient funds were made available 
in the spring of 1951 by Hqs USAFSSj however, continued problems 
relating to adverse weather conditions had forced a delay in 
estimated completion date to the spring of 1952. 

Due to problems arising at A dak (See Section I, Adak) in 
early 1951 regarding facilities and the possibility of inter¬ 
ference, plans for relocating this operation to a different site 
were formulated. As a result, a site survey team consisting of 
two (2) officers (one from the 3rd RSM and one from Detachment 31 
at Adak) and fourteen (l4) airmen from Detachment 31 at Adak pro* 
ceeded to Shemya APB, Shemya Island, in the Aleutian Chain during 
December 1951* The purpose of this survey was to determine the 
radio reception at that site, as compared to that at Adak, and to 
survey available real estate and buildings. (See Section VI, 
Shemya.) 

Materials for the construction of an Intercept site at Saknek 
APB, King Salmon, began to arrive in Alaska in July and August. 
These materials were transported directly to Haknek. (See See*. ~ 
titan IV, Raknek.) Target date for completion of the Naknek facil¬ 
ity bad been set for 19 December 1951; and as this date approached, 
twenty (20) intercept positions had been installed. Sixteen (l6) 
of these positions were Installed for mission coverage and four 
(4) positions for training of operators. Initial intercept was 
accomplished during December on a test basis. Although construc¬ 
tion had not been fully completed, it was sufficient to allow 
initiation of operations. The rsmaindsr of the construction 
program was slipped for completion to the spring of 1952. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1952 


la early 1952, the overall analysis function began to grow 
rapidly as Intercept positions at Adak were increased to eighteen 
(18) manual Morse positions, and additional commitments were 
levied against the analysis and reporting effort at tbs 3rd RSM. 

A crypt analytic, function was also established during this period 
at the 3rd RSM. 

Two horizontal half-wave antennas and one sloping Vee antenna 
were constructed at a proposed site at Green Lake, Elmendorf AFB 
in early February, and communications with Detachment 31 (Adak) 
were established utilizing GRC-26 equipment at the Elmendorf AFB 
terminal. Satisfactory radioteletype coonunications were contin¬ 
ued through 24 February 1952, and were maintained with approximately 
eighty (80) percent reliability during the test period. Upon com¬ 
pletion of this test, a Sterbe antenna array was constructed in 
the Squadron area (present Territorial Prison Camp) to continue 
communications with Detachment 31. This array proved slightly 
more efficient than the facility tested at Green Lake. 

The antenna installation at the 3rd RSM site collapsed during ■ 
the spring thaw in 1952. As a result, the 3rd RSM intercept 
effort, still consisting of three (3) positions, was installed in 
a mobile van and moved to the west of Six Mile Lake. 

The Haknek facility was designated Detachment 33, 3rd RSM in 
early 1952 , and an official mission assignment was received on 
17 January* (See Section IV, Haknek.) Work continued on the 
permanent operations building at this site, and planning was 
initiated to construct new living quarters in the vicinity of the 
new operations building to both Improve living conditions and pro¬ 
vide accessibility. Transportation remained a major problem at 
this site. 

In March, two (2) voice positions installed at Detachment 31, 
Adak, became operational. Operators were trained at Home and the 
3rd RSM. During this same period, further consideration of a site 
at Shemya was discussed with AAO officials. AAC indicated a 
favorable attitude toward establishment of a small detachment at 
that location. 

Construction of the site at 9. E. Cape, St. Lawrence Island 
(See Section V, H. E. Cape.) continued to suffer from supply 
problems and adverse weather conditions. It had been estimated 
that this site would be easier to support than Nome. This 
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estimate, plus the availability of real estate and collocation, with 
the 712th ACMf were primary factors In the decision to move from 
Nome- These factors, of course, were considered only after indi¬ 
cations that USA F intended to deactivate Marks AFB at Home, thereby 
making Detachment 32 appear as an untenable situation without local 
logistics. 

Radioprinter intercept was originally Introduced into the 
USAFSS Alaskan Theater in August with the establishment of a 
position at Adak. However, due to interference from Naval 
communications, this equipment was transferred to Naknek for 
permanent installation in December 1952» 

On 2k September, final inspection and subsequent acceptance 
of the Naknek operational facility was accomplished. Within one 
week, the detachment was in full operation in their new quarters, 
limited operations had been accomplished sines January 1952 
because of shortages of equipment and incomplete construction. 

The completion of construction and equipment installation caught 
the unit short of personnel, and full scale operations ver® 
established operating only ten (10) of the installed positions. 

(See Section. IV, Naknek.) 

A Special Security Office (SSO) was established in coexist¬ 
ence with the Alaskan Air Command (AAC) on 12 June to effect 
closer liaison with that Headquarters* There was some confusion 
in the early stages of this operation* This was the result of 
the prior existence of an Army SSO which then served Alaskan 
Command Headquarters. (The Army SSO was located on Elmendorf 
AFB.) The conflict arose from indecision as to whether the Amy 
or Air Force SSO should serve the Alaskan Coomander* However, 
it was determined that the availability of an Air Force SSO 
service, supported by local processing operations (3rd RSM) 
would be invaluable to all local consumers. Major General Lynn, 
then Commander USAFSS, contacted the Director of Intelligence, 

USAF, taking this stand, and offering the AFSSO service to both, 
the Alaskan Air Command and the Alaskan Command. 

By 1 November, the Army SSO was making plans to abandon 
their offices of Elmendorf APB and move to the new headquarters 
of the US Army, Alaska, at Fort Richardson. In the process of 
this move, that office had requested to be relieved of the 
responsibility of serving the Alaskan Theater Commander, The 
AFSSO (3rd RSM) was scheduled to assume responsibility of serv¬ 
ing the Alaskan Command, as well as the Alaskan Air Command, on 
1 January 1953* 
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Difficulties involved in the transfer of sufficient funds 
delayed letting the contract for construction of the Headquarters 
and Comn/Ops building in the Green Lake area, Elmendorf AFB, from 
1952 to an estimated date in 1953• Difficulties were Incurred 
in June 1952 in obtaining necessary funds for this proposed build¬ 
ing, and contracts could not be let or construction Initiated 
until such funds were made available. Work on the pesmazvant 
Installation was finally initiated on 12 August, when financial 
problems were resolved. Tentatively, this construction was 
scheduled for completion in August of 195^2 however, it was 
optimistically believed, that with favorable weather conditions, 
this time could be reduced. 


On 7 August 1952, the possibility of establishing a test 
intercept site at Green Lake was contemplated. This test would 
be for Morse and BF voice eomaunications. It was Initiated on 
Id August and consisted of three (3) positions Installed in a 
mobile van. The test was conducted to determine intercept hears- 
blllty of all USAFSS Alaskan Theater assigned weather targets, 
with some emphasis on other type targets. By 17 November, a 
building had been acquired at Green Lake, on a loan basis from 
AACS, and three ( 3 ) antennas had been installed* These included 
one Class A rhombic and two sloping Vees. Four (4) Morse positions 
were installed in the building, and two (2) of these began test 
operations on 19 November. Two ( 2 ) automatic Morse positions, with 
RD-SC^recorder^^igrs installed, and these positions began copy¬ 
ing traffic. The test on the auto-Morse positions 

proved unsatisfactory, and these positions were moved to King 
Salmon, Alaska (Naknsk) on 1 December. 


During the latter part of 1952, transportation to None 
(Det #32) was creating definite problems. No planes flew direct 
from Elaendorf to Ndfce. All flights were routed through Fair¬ 
banks, and during the winter months, Fairbanks was often closed 
with ice fogs^ for considerable periods. 

Plans to activate the St. Lawrence Island operation, with 
subsequent closing of the Nome facility, were formulated and 
targeted for August 1952. Continued problems at N. E. Cape 
prevented this target date from being met. Final acceptance of 
the N. E. Cape installation was accomplished on 23 September; 
however, the move of Detachment 32 (Nome) operations to this site 
remained contingent upon procurement of adequate communications 
equipment and the Initiation of regular aircraft flights. As a 
result, operational occupancy was delayed until the summer of 
1953 (See Section V, N. E. Cape). 

A test was performed at Neknek (Bet 33 ) in October 1952, to 
determine the suitability of this site for the intercept of elec¬ 
tronic (BUNT) intercept. (Ses Section IV, Naknek.) 
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On 3 December 1952, Detachments 31, 32, and 33 of the 3rd 
RSM were redesignated as Detachment #1 (Adak), Detachment #2 
(Nome), and Detachment #3 (Hakaek) respectively, by General Order. 
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CHAPTER 4 - 1933 

Of primary interest In the early portion of 1953, was the 
Increase of intercept operations at the Green Lake Site to twelve 
(12) positions. The princi ple purpose of this effort was an attempt 
to centralize all intercept In the USAFSS Alaskan 

Theater at one location, which could provide timely forwarding of 
processed weather to consumers. A secondary consideration was the 
Adak situation. The Navy at Adak had Indicated a desire to 
reacquire the Detachment 1 area In order to expand hospital facil¬ 
ities. In addition, considerable interference was being experienced 
from Naval communlcations, with more expected upon the activation 
of a new low frequency transmitter in close proximity to Detach¬ 
ment 1 operations. 

By June, the Green Lake operation had become a self-contained 



Initial permanent installation of mdioprinter facilities 
was accomplished at Naknek in January 1953* (See Section IV, 
Naknek.) A training assignment was received fro* OTRHSA on 31 
January, and was immediately implemented. There was also a steady 
Increase in manual Morse intercept facilities at Naknek during 
early 1953, and by spring, there was a total of thirteen ( 13 ) 
operational ma n ua l Morse positions. This total was in addition to 
the five ( 5 ) radioprlnter positions being operated on a test 
basis. 

The move of Detachment #2 (Nome) to N„ E. Cape, then desig¬ 
nated Site F-9, was accomplished during the period 25 April to 
12 May 1953* Transfer of operational functions was accomplished 
on 8 May with no loss in intercept and only eight ( 8 ) hours of 
communications outage. (See Section V, N, 5. Cape.) 

Following the early 1953 buildup of manual Morse intercept 
operations at Detachment # 3 , Naknek, the Green Lake Intercept 
site continued to expand its operations. As a result, the require¬ 
ment for continued manual Morse effort at Detachment #1, Adak, was 













steadily decreased as its mission began to be absorbed by the 
Green Lake operation. By the end of 1953, the Green Lake inter¬ 
cept site had grown to thirty-eight { 38 ) positions while Ad&k 
operations had. decreased to two (2) HP radiotelephone- and two 

( 2 ) is ammi Morse positions. Additionally, the manual Morse ' * 

intercept effort at Detachment jf,3> Naknek, was affected by 

increased operations at Green Lake and this effort also decreased 

during the latter part of 1953* This unit . 5 s decrease was from 

thirteen ( 13 ) positions to four (4) positions. Simultaneously 9 

radioprinter intercept facilities at Naknek vsre expanded from 

six ( 6 ) positions to a ten ( 10 ) position capability with emphasis 


(b)(1) 


■■ Radioprinter intercept productivity at Naknek had achieved 
an exceptionally high level during this period. 

During the spring of 1953, ^ Alternate Interim Headquarters 
(AIH) for the 3rd REM had been established at WaellLa lake in the 
Matanuska Valley. Testa were then conducted to date „“S£lne both 
deployment and intercept capability at this AIH site. 

In 1953, between the 4th and 10th of June, the 3rd RSM 
conducted a mobile survey l4o miles northwest of Whitehorse, 

Yukon Territory, at the Kluane Lake - Silver Creek campsite 
area. The purpose of this survey was to determine the feasi¬ 
bility of using this area as an emergency deployment sit# for 
the 3rd RSM. Frequencies were surveyed in the HF range for 
manual Morse communications. Equipment utilized in this test 
consisted of one (l) BC-799 receiver and one (l) "R~27k/FER rseeiver. 
Ant ennas utilized consisted of one (l) 425 foot long wire, one (l) 
600 foot sloping Vee and one (l) double doublet. It was concluded 
that intercept of manual Morse signals in the HF range was entire¬ 
ly feasible in the area and that the site could be considered 
generally adequate (on a limited basis) for use as an eaergancy 
deployment location. 

Further mobility testing was accomplished in Jun* 1953, alcng 
the Glenn Highway from Anchorage to Tok Junction. Teats wen* 
accomplished to determine possible areas of intercept operations 
along this route and the capability of maintaining communications 
with the 3rd RSM during actual mobile operations. No indications 
of results of this mobility test have been retained it records. 

The construction of the permanent facility east of Green 
Lake was progressing rapidly by mid 1953" Hopes were high that 
the 3rd RSM would be installed in Its new quarters by the end 
of 1953 or early 1954. 
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The library function of the 3rd RSM Operations was established 
as a separate unit In early September 1953 * and procedures were 
implemented to align the operation of the library in a manner 
similar to that utilized at Hqs USAFSS. The Intelligence Report¬ 
ing Section of Operations became the Reporting Section by virtue 
of assuming responsibility for all intelligence and technical 
reporting. 

On 8 December, the 6973rd Communications Security Flight 
(COMSEC) and its subordinate unit, Det #1, 136 th Communications 
Security Flight, were subject to realignment. The 3rd RSM had, 
up until this time, been delegated administrative responsibility 
for these units. On this date, the 6973rd CSF was deactivated, 
and personnel and responsibilities were absorbed by Det #1, 

136th CSF. This unit was then redesignated Flight #1, Communi¬ 
cations Security Squadron. As a result, the 3rd RSM was relieved 
of the majority of control and administration and retained only 
limited administrative responsibilities. 

A photographic laboratory was established at the Oreen Lake 
operations site in November 1953* The primary purpose of this 
photo lab was to support the installation of an RFP effort at 
the Intercept operations. The RFP effort was scheduled to become 
operational in early 195 ^* 

On 1 December 1953, Detachments 1, 2 and 3 were redesignated 
Flights A (Adah), B {N. E. Cape) and C (Naknek), respectively, 
of the 3rd RSM. 

















The Amy Security Agency, Altaic*, commenced * Site Survey 
of Sbemya Inland during January 1954. In early February, the 
3rd RSM supplemented this effort by sending a survey team to 
help Intercept and identify HF vole * nrmn rri c*t-t nrya of air tar- 
seta 



On 16 January, Radio Fingerprint (HFP) equipment (AFSAV-17) 
was installed in the Green Lake operations and declared available 
for assignment. The initial RFP mission was received from asA 
on 28 January* 

Also during January, the final deactivation of Flight A, Adak, 
took place. Two (2) Manual Morse and one (l) RDF positions ware 
turned over to USR-13 (Adak Raval Communications Supplementary 
Activity) which had been established in 1943 These positions 
retained their original assignments and operational control was 
to remain with the 3rd RSM. Mannlng and equipment for these 
positions was to be furnished by the Navy. 

Personnel and equipment of Flight A, Adak, were returned to 
the 3rd RSM for subsequent reassignment and allotment to the 
remaining operational sites. The real estate at Adak was returned 
to Raval Jurisdiction on 15 March, thus completing the cycle of 
the original USAFSS Alaskan Theater intercept effort. (See ^ -"q 


The first winter at the new S. B. Cape site was extremely 
eventful and served to impart some tedious lessons to participat¬ 
ing personnel and future planners. (See Bec££pn V, H. B. Cape.) 

The choice of a new location in the Aleutian Chain was still 
pending during the early months of 1954- To add further to availa¬ 
ble Information, two (2) Site Surveys were accomplished. The 
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first of these surveys took; place at Shemya AFB, Shemya Island, 
Aleuti|g Islands, Alaska, during the period 11 through 16 February 
1954, in conjunction with an Amy Security Agency survey already 
in progress as previously indicated, the second survey van a 
Site Survey of Attu Island (Aleutian Chain), Alaska, which, was 
perforated between 4 Nay and 1 6 June 1954. (See Section VIII, 

Attu.) This survey was accomplished to determine the feasibility 
of locating a permanent Intercept effort on that island. The 
survey was directed by Hqs USAFSS, and was prompted by the accel¬ 
erated buildup end in creased communications activity in the 

Further expediency was indicated by 
the deactivation of the Adak operation;which had left this organi¬ 
zation and USAFSS without suitably deployed intercept facilities 
within the strategic area of desired coverage. 


These surveys provided basic required information; however, 
cost estimates of Installation and maintenance of an operational 
site forestalled an immediate decision. A detached unit at Attu 
was projected by Hqs USAFSS, but the final decision as to loca¬ 
tion of this effort was postponed. 

The new permanent headquarters and communications/operations 
building In the Green Lake area was finally completed and the 
keys turned over t& the Commander, 3rd RSM on 12 April 1954. The 
actual move into the new quarters took place on 14-15 April, 
after detailed preparation and planning had been accomplished. 
Intercept operations continued at the detached site at Green Lake 
pending completion of position installation In the new building. 

In addition to the surveys previously recorded during 1954, 
YHF radiotelephone intercept tests were accomplished from a tempo¬ 
rary installation atop the roof of the new 3rd R3M building 
during the periods 9 through 30 June 1954, and 22 September 
through 5 October 1954. These tests were conducted to determine 
the availability of Intercept within the VHP spectrum during 
periods when auroral reflections were predicted. Although these 
tests were conducted during periods when auroral reflections were 
In evidence,*no conclusive results were obtained. 


The second half of calendar year 1954 was both a period of 
settlement and activity. Temporary type operations./in the USAFSS 
Alaskan Theater, had for the most part;ceased to exist. All of 
the 3rd RSM functions, with the exception of intercept opera¬ 
tions, had been established in the new building. The intercept 
operation continued to function at the temporary Green Lake 
quarters, due to lack of equipment at the new installation, until 
late October when facilities at the new building were completed. 
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The move into the new building wee accomplished with little loss 
of intercept, and the collocation with, other 3rd RSM facilities was 
reflected as a considerable asset in the increased effectiveness 
of the overall operations of the organization. 

On 29 July 195^» a flag pole was scrounged, painted and raised 
by 3rd RSM personnel. The 3rd RSM, by special dispensation of 
AAC, then flew the only flag on Elmendorf AFB other than that 
flown at the Base Headquarters. 

Subsequent to the move of intercept operations Into the new 
building, this function was subordinated for the first tins to the 
3rd RSM Operations Officer. Previously this function had opera¬ 
ted as a detached unit. As indicated, this action considerably 
broadened the scope of operational responsibility and Increased 
coordination, timeliness and security. The Radio Direction Find¬ 
ing and Radio Finger Printing operations were removed from the 
Jurisdiction of Intercept Control)and subordinated to the Control 
Chiefs of each Intercept flight on a 24 hour operational basis. 
Control of the REF and RFP missions was retained by intercept 
control. 


A Site Survey was accomplished at Kotzebue, Alaska during 
the period 19 July through 31 August 1954. This survey was 
performed to ascertain the dealreabllity of locating a permanent 
Intercept site in that area. The mission of the surrey was to 
sample for quality and quantity. Intercept of the assigned mission 
of Flight B, V. E. Cape. (See Section IZ, Kotzebue.) It would 
appear that the multitude of problems encountered during the first 
winter at H. E. Cape had somewhat dimmed the optimism reflected 
during the pre-operational period at that site. Logistic support 
had not lived up to expectations; in fact, support had been 
practically non-existent. 


The final Site Survey during this active year was conducted 
at Point Barrow, Alaska. This survey began on 1 September 195*4 
and was originally projected to continue for a 130 day period. 

The purpose was similar to that of previous surveys during this 
calendar year* and was aimed at detamlj^^^^^^j^sible sites for 
expansion of intercept coverage of and related 

areas. This aggressive quest of new optimum Intercept sites was 
a direct result of Increased activity 

Lack of surrieientiy dispersed 3rd 
RSM intercept facilities, to effectively cover the desired 
Intercept target area, was of prime concern to both the Hational 
Security Agency and intelligence consumers. (See Section X, Point 
Barrow.) 
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On 1 November 195% Flight B (N» B. Cepe) and Flight C 
(Naknek) were once again redesignated Detachments 2 and 3* 
respectively. Further, Flight I, 36th Coanmnications Security 
Squadron, had been redesignated Detachment 8, 36th CcauKunications 
Security Squadron, on this same date, and the analytical function 
of this detachment was collocated with the 3rd RSM operations. 
Close coordination between COMUfT and COMSBC activities was 
realized in associating COMSBC reflections of U. S. aircraf t with 
reflections of these same aircraft intercepted from ^Q^Bcoiuni- 
nications facilities. 

Another similar correlation project continued to be empha¬ 
sized at 5. E. Cape (See Section V, It. E. Cape). This project 
consisted of Increased utilization of U. S. Radar plotting from 
the collocated AC&V site. These plots, received over a one-way 
EE-6 p hone from the 712th ACiW 'Operations, were correlated with 
B3BH reflections of aircraft activity being Intercepted on 
voice and Morse facilities. 


In October 195% the Alaskan Air Command (AAC) Installed an 
Indications Center in close proximity, both physical and operational, 
to the AFS80 of the 3rd RSM. The establishment of this center, 
as directed by Hq USAF, resulted in a considerably heavier work¬ 
load being placed on the AFSSO. 


An I EM unit was projected for the 3rd RSM during the later 
months of 195%and was to be subordinated to the analysis effort. 
This planned subordination was predicated by the fact that the 
majority of the projected workload for this machine unit was 
within the analysis function. 


A shortage of intercept operators during the late months 
of 195^ resulted in dropping coverage on several intercept 
positions. Coverage on a total of twelve (12) positions was 
discontinued between August and November. 


An REF Flash Net was initiated In October with the reacti¬ 
vation of the 3rd RSM RDF facility. Flashes were passed through 
communications channels on the on-line circuits. This method 
did not prove to be adequate because of excessive coonunications 
delays. 


Intercept functions at the 3rd RSM and H. B« Cape were 
further modernized by the installation of audio intercommuni¬ 
cations systems during late 195% These installations provided 
increased efficiency of intercept operations by enabling super¬ 
visory personnel to accomplish closer supervision of intercept 
personnel and mission coverage. 
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CHAPTER 6 - 1955 


During early 1955, the manu&l Morse effort «t NakceV (pet 
#3) "was exirtailad to one (l) position. The assignments previously 
copied at Naknek on dropped positions were absorbed by tbe expand¬ 
ing intercept effort at the 3rd RSM. 

During the period 5 February through 6 March, a VHP site 



Ry May 1955, the intercept position alignment of the 3rd RSM 
and Its detached units was as follows: 

34 manual Morse 
1 RDF 
1 RFP 

6 manual Morse 
1 automatic Morse 
4 radiotelephone 
1 RDF 

10 radioprinter 
1 manual Morse 

1 RDF 

2 manual Morse 
1 automatic Morg« 

The IGF facility at Adah remained under the control of the 
3rd RSM but did not participate in the USAFSS Alaskan Theater RDF 
Flash Net. 

On 0 May, the 3rd RSM was redesignated the 6901st Fadis 
Squadron, Mobile in keeping with a worldwide redesignation of all 
USAFSS organisations not previously designated in the 69xx series. 
Detachment #2 at k, L Cape became the 6982nd RSM and Detachment 
#3 at NaJtnek became the 6966th RSM. Plans were formulated for the 
establi sbmeni of three (3) additional detachments of the 6981st 
H3i. Detachment #1 at Elaendorf AFB, Detachment #2 at Attn -'Con¬ 
sisting of eix (6) intercept positions), and Detachment #3 at 
Barrow (consisting of six (6) intercept positions). 
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Pt. Barrows 















Equipment' and personnel for the ISM Installation at the 
6981st RSM arrived In early June 1955® 


In May 1955; one (l) officer and five (5} airmen from the 
6981st RSM were sent TOT to the Army Security Agency site (USM-7) 
at Wildwood Station* Kenai* Alaska. The purpose of this TOT was 
to determine the extent and content of the ASA effort at that 
site, and to coordinate with that effort for possible lateral 
support. The trip resulted In the following findingss 


by USM-7, was good 


a. Coverage 

but little analysis was being perfoxveddu^t^ahortage of analysts; 
and operators had limited knowledge of rations. 


b. Four (4) HF radiotelephone positions were Installed 
but only one was operational. Little compariacai of intercept 
results could be made because of the large number of cases assigned. 
However* the 6981st RSM was placed on distribution for the USM-7 
Voice Tscsum. 


c. Seventeen (17) rsdioprlnter positions were opera¬ 
tional. These included eight (8) ITPB* three (3) 2B, and six 
(6) ICR positions. Very little printer analysis was being accom¬ 
plished and practically all traffic was forwarded direct to ESA. 
Comparison of results indicated that USM-7 had far greater inter¬ 
cept potential than our Hatosk operation. However* quality of 
intercept was by far better at Natoiek due to the technical analysis 
support being provided that effort* whereas, technical analysis 
was almost non-existent at USM-7® 


The temporary duty status of personnel perforating duty at 
Pt 0 Barrow interim site was changed to PCS status on 10 January 
1955° The operation at Barrow* which had been originally planned 
to continue to 10 January 1955; had been extended to 10 July* 
and was at this time further extended to 1 September 1955 in 
order that a complete year of intercept could be obtained for 
evaluation. This evaluation was to be performed by the National 
Security Agency prior to decision as to the installation of a 
permanent site. Permission was requested of 9qs USAFSS to 
remain in Barrow after the 1 September 1955 cutoff date on a 
send-permanent basis. The Barrow intercept o perations had;, since 
its Insertion, nrodueed excellent coveram af 



Section X* Pt. Barrow.) 
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During tbs early part of 1955* * worldwide project w*f, imple¬ 
mented through coordination between USAF and USAFSS to establish 
sophisticated type intercept efforts in strategic positions, for 
intercept of EXIST and SADIST signals. This project was designated 
"WILD WAVES". The application of this project in the USAFSS Alaskan 
Theater was to determine a site in Alaska that could obtain maxi¬ 
mum Intercept results. 

At the sane time this project was established, USAFSS and 
the 6961st RSM were preparing for an intensified surrey of the 
Gambell, St. Lawrence Island area. This later project, code- 
named "SAIT CEDAB", was established to determine the availability 
and hearability of COKXHT/ELXKT/RAEIN’f signals at Gambell.... 

As projects "WILD WAVES" and "SAIT CEDAR" were of similar 
Intent, the testing under both these projects at the Gambell site 
was planned to be simultaneously conducted. 

To further insure the success of the survey, an additional 
preliminary survey was conducted at Gambell by two (2) officers 
and a technical engineer in late May. The Alaskan Air Command 
agreed to furnish a radar set, personnel to install and maintain 
the set, and radar operator training for Intercept operators from 
this squadron, who were to participate in projects "SAIT CEDAB" 
and "WILD WAVES". Eight (8) airmen from the 6981st RSM were 
placed on TDf to Fir® Island on 28 May, for radar training to 
last approximately two (2) weeks. Hqs USAFSS made arrangements 
to airlift VHF and EXIST equipment to Elmendorf AFB. An officer 
and five (5) airmen arrived from the 6982nd RSM, N. E. Cape, to 
form the SUET Intercept team, and by late June, all arrangements 
were completed for deployment to the Gambell site. On 29 June, 
all equipment and moat of the personnel were loaded aboard an 1ST 
and departed. The remaining personnel and equipment were sched¬ 
uled to depart for Gambell by air on 1 July. (See Sectloa VII, 
Gambell.) 

"WILD WAVES" tests were completed at Gambell, K, E. Cape, 

Pt. Barrow, and Kaknek by k August. The Naknek installation 
had been chosen for the permanent establishment of an RUST/ 

SADIST effort, and a site designator (C»2) was assigned. Flans, 
including equipment, personnel, support, etc., continued for this 
operation throughout 1955. The Haknsk installation of BLUEST/ 

RADINT intercept effort was to be tbs initial sit® established 
for this type operation. 

During the summer of 1955* the 6982nd RSM (N. E. Cape) 
and 6986th RSM (Kaknek) once more reverted to Dstaehmsmt status. 

H. E. Cape became Detachment #1, and Kaknsk Detachment #2, of the 
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6981st RSM. Pt. Barrow was designated as Detachment #3^ however, 
this was a temporary designation pending continuation of opera¬ 
tions at this site on a permanent basis. This decision was 
delayed until the national Security Agency completed an evaluation 
of the first yearns (l September 195 1 *- - 1 September 1955) inter¬ 
cept at that site. NSA had previously recommended that Pt. Barrow 
continue as a site survey operation for another year. The 6981st 
BSM Commander, in turn, recommended that permanent status or a 
complete shutdown of the operation be planned. Upon completion 
of the evaluation on 22. November, NSA immediately recommended that 
& permanent installation be constructed at Pt. Barrow. Hqs USAPSS 
followed the recommendation by requesting USAF approval of a ten 
(10) position permanent installation at Barrow, and that it be 
activated by 1 July 1956. (See Section X, Pt. Barrow.) 
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CHAPTER T - 1956 

In January 1956, the 6961st ESN achieved group status and 
be case the 6961st Radio Group Nobile. Also, during January, the 
6985th Communications Security Flight, formerly Detachment 8, 
136th Communi cat ions Security Squadron, be esse a part of the 
6981st Radio Group Mobile. The previous designation (6985th CSF) 
vaa deactivated. 


In view of speculation that the Intercept facility at Maknek 
(Dot £2) alght be deactivated In the near future, a radloprinter 
test was conducted at the 6981st ROC during the month of June. 
Thie test indicated that radloprinter signals could be copied in 
most cases as adequately at the 6981st ROM as at Hakaek. 


Uaknek, however, remained in operation throughout 1956* 

In fact, there was sons expansion of intercept facilities in the 
early part of 1956, with two (2) additional manual Norse positions 
placed In operation to Intercept Morse parallels of Intercepted 
radloprinter links. 


During January, AAC acquired cost estimates of proposed con¬ 
struction at both the contemplated Shamya and Attu sites. As a 
result of discussions, recommendation* were forwarded to USA7 that 
Shemya be ut ilized, in lieu of Attu, for intercept of activity 
taking place 


At the time, the 6926th RSM had a detachment (Det 9) located 


During February 1956, USAFSS vaa notified that AAC had forma- 
lated plans with Northwest Airlines to suppoxt^jgertsanent detach¬ 
ment of the 6981st ROM at Shemya. Project discontinued 

on 1 March, and plans were established to phase in intercept 
operations at Shemya. (See flaetdsp .VI, Shemya.) 
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A VHP intercept test was accomplished mt Pt, Barrcw during 
the spring of 1956. (See Section X, Banov.) 

In late December 1955, AAC had been directed by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to support a permanent unit at Barrow effective 
1 July 1956. On 13 January 1956, USAFSS notified the 69&lst BOM 
that pleas and records at USAF Indicated sufficient information 
had been provided _A A C. to allow for programing end establish¬ 
ment of support of the Barrow unit as a permanent installation 
beyond 1 July 1956. 

AAC Informed USAF on l8 January that they were preparing a 
revised financial plan for the purpose of obtaining sufficient 
funds to establish and Initially support the permanent detach¬ 
ment at Pt. Barrow. AAC further informed SSAF that support 
requirements would be programmed and future financial plans 
adjusted accordingly. At this point, it appeared that AAC had 
reluctantly concurred in the support of the proposed Barrow 
Installation despite the previously strong objections voiced by 
General Acheson. It was apparent, however, that the Alaskan 
Air Command was not convinced of the Justification for such an 
operation at Barrow. (See Section X, Pt. Barrow.) 

On 23 June, USAFSS notified this organization that authori¬ 
zation for manpower spaces at Barrow had been allocated as of 
1 August. 

Due to the continued operations of the Western Electric 
Company at Barrow, the original target date of 1 July for per¬ 
manent operations had been slipped to 1 October 1956. AAC 
further stated that this date was highly tentative and that they 
were checking with the DEW Line project officer to determine 
accurate phase out (of Western Electric) data. Also, 6981st BOM 
operations at Barrow had not been included in Nona Lisa resupply 
programming. 

On 23 June 1956, the 6981st Commander, in a routine check 
with AAC, suddenly became aware that fiscal year 1957 funding 
for our proposed Pt. Barrow,and already established Shemya opera 
tions,had not been provided by AAC. The Alaskan Air Command had 
made an interpretation of the new USAF Manual 172-1 which resulted 
in their erroneous determination that tenant units would be 
responsible for funding their own support of all "tangible or 
feasible" Items. AAC had further determined that this included 
most of the services that would be required by proposed Detach¬ 
ments 3 and h. As a result, AAC cancelled all programming for 
funding of these operations in April 1956 and failed to notify 
the 6981st BGM of such action. When queried, AAC stated that 
they assumed USAFS8 was responsible for such notification. Hq. 
USAFSS was then notified of the problem and cost estimates of 
Dets 3 and 4 for fiscal year 1957 were forwarded. 





USAFSS notified AAC by return message that they were aware 
of a requirement, under ATM 172-1, for USAFSS funding for minor 
construction and modification; however, they did not agree that 
AAC was relieved of the responsibility for normal logistical 
support as previously tasked by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. As a 
result, AAC made arrangements with the subcontractors at Barrow^ 
and Northwest Airlines at Shemyajfor continued support of 6901st. 
BGM operations at those sites through 30 September 1956. 

Construction assumed by AAC and further delegated to the 
11th AD in December 1955 for the Barrow site bad not been initiated 
as the target date for completion (l July 1956) passed. On 12 
July 1956, the 11th AD notified AAC that the required construction 
was beyond their capability* and that a contract would have to be 
let to a civilian concern. It was further indicated that the 
letting of such a contract would Increase the original cost 
estimate of 13,000 dollars to a figure between 55 and 60 thousand 
dollars. The 6981 st RGK was informed of this development by AAC 
on 13 August 1956, and at the same time, AAC recommended that 
the 6961 st ROM arrange with USAFSS for the necessary funds and 
coordinate with the 11th AD. 

The 6981 st BGM forwarded a message to AAC on 14- August 1956 
stating that relocation of the Barrow site must be accomplished 
prior to initial operations of the DEW line radar site because 
of expected interference in the present location. In addition, 
it was pointed out that construction should be completed by 1 
October 1956. Concern was expressed that no progress had been 
made on the project up to that date. In addition, the AAC Direc¬ 
tor of Intelligence expressed concern through AFSSO channels that 
if no action was completed at Barrow, intercept from that site 
would be lost on approximately 1 December 1956 when the DEW line 
site went into operation. 

The required funds for relocation of the Barrow operations 
were made available on 14 September. However, no action had been 
taken by the 11th AD by 1 December to aceoappLish the required 
construction. AAC had provided two 75 SO# generators for detached 
operations, and 6901st BGM personnel preceded to Pt. Barrw to 
set up vans on the tundra approximately one (l) mile from the 
main camp and HEW line operations. This action insured contin¬ 
ued operations of the Barrow site)but placed the operation in a 
most temporary status. The vans had to be removed from the 
tundra prior to the spring thaw to keep them from sinking into 
the muck. (See jfceetiof*?* X, Barrow.) 

Project "SAIT CEDAR" at Cambell resulted in plans to estab¬ 
lish a detachment (Bet #5) at that site by 1 October 1956. This 
date was slipped due to various problems and was now scheduled 
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to be completed In the first quarter of fiscal year 1958* The 
continued VHF mission (continuation of SAIT CEDAR); which had 
been accomplished by H. E. Cape personnel collocated with the 
ASA detachment at Oambell^vas turned over to ASA. (See Section 
VII, Gambell.) 

During the month of August 1956, project WILD WAVES was 
placed under the operational control of Detachment #2, Haknek. 

The tasking under this project remained similar to that of the 
original test. First priority vas the intercept and analysis 
of Loran type signals, and second priority vas the constant 
search end surveillance of the frequency spectrum between 1 and 
500 kilocycles. 

Late in December, the 6981st ROM forwarded Information to 
Hqs USAFSS concerning a proposed ASA)VH$ test at Shemya AFB. 

Plans called for this test to be initiated on or about 1 Febru¬ 
ary 1957* ASAAI had requested the use of three ( 3 ) VHF receivers 
and two ( 2 ) antenna kite for a period of approximately thirty 
(30) days. The 6981 st ROM requested authorization to provide 
this equipment to ASAAL in order that VHF Intercept testing could 
be accomplished at Shemya. 

Although scheduled for deactivation in fiscal year 1958, 
Detachment 2 at Haknek become the official Alternate Interim 
Headquarters for the 6981 st RGM during 1956 in lieu of the 
previous Wasilla Lake site* 




CHAPTER 8 - 1957 


The Amy Security Agency (ASA) conducted the VHP site survey 
indicated In Chapter 7 of this section, at Sheaya, during the 
period 10 March to 9 April 1957* The test v*» accomplished 
utilising the sophisticated intercept equipment (CddHT/EUIfT/ 
RADIHT) vhich had been used by the 6961st KM during Project 
SAIT CEDAR. (See Section VI, Shettya. ) 

During early 1957* a recreational area vas alloted to the 
6981 st R<M at the Six Mile Lake area. In addition, an athletic 
field vas constructed in the area adjacent to the 6981 st Hqs 
building. 

Also, during early 1957/ an initial attempt to supple sent 
Alaskan theater intercept with Airborne CoamuMc&tlc&s R* coaxial £ - 
saaeeuPlatfora (ACRP) intercept vas accomplished. This project 


ted of twelve ( 12 ) flights 
Mission results were not 


vas titled "PISTOL t 




impressive, and further exploratory flights were not recooaended 
until such tine as higher performance aircraft)capable of deeper 
penetrations;vere available. HB-50 aircraft from Tokota APB, 

Japan were utilized with personnel from the ACRP unit at that 
base. 

On 12 February, the 6981 st RGH received approval for the 
installation of three ( 3 ) prefabricated huts at Barrow to be 
utilised In lieu of the vans then being used for operations at 
that site. The vans had remained on the tundra?and sinking had 
been prevented by constant Jacking and blocking of the wheels 
and stands. Arrangements had been made with the Air Materiel 
Command, which employed the construction company then operating 
at Pt. Barrow, .to include Detachment #4 construction in their 
current operations. The 60,000 dollars in available funds were 
turned over to this command. However, in the spring of 1957, 
economy measures had begun to affect USAFSS Alaskan theater 
operations, and discussions were underway to consolidate Intercept 
efforts. This consolidation discussion resulted in plans to Incor¬ 
porate Detachment fk operations with those being carried out at 
Detachment #1, N. 2. Cape, during the early part of 1958. As a 
result of this planning, the 60,000 dollars allocated for Detach¬ 
ment #4 construction was withdrawn from AMC by USAFSS. These 
funds were held for further surveys to determine the optimum 
location for the proposed consolidation of intercept effort. 

(See Section X, Pt. Barrow.) 

To accomplish the desired surveys for the determination of 
the most desirable locations for consolidated intercept efforts. 
Project "MODEL HOMS ' 1 was initiated on 3 July 1957. The Concept 
of Operations for Project MODEL HOME were subsequently forwarded 
to USAFSS. Severe! locations were tentatively considered for 















possible sites. Preliminary surreys were accooplishe^ayjaoe 
Llebume, Tin City, mud Nome by a C&E officer, a | 
and an Intercept NCO. Results of these preliminary surveys were 
as follows: 

Cape ZdLsbume: This survey revealed only one site with 
sufficient area and grade to accommodate an antenna field. Shis 
area was to the east of the main camp, along the Arctic Ocean. 

The average vertical angle to the tops of the mountains from a 
point near the shore was seven (7) degrees. Shis was considered 
excessive for intercept purposes. (See Section XI, Cape Iiaburae.) 

Tin City: Two (2) sites large enough to support an 
antenna field were noted at Tin City. The first, on the west 
side of the mountain near the village of Valee, appeared to be 
better from a geographical viewpoint. The second, on the east 
side of the mountain near the ACIAT site, was less desirable 
geographically because of the location of Tin Mountain due west 
of this location (elevation 2300 feet) blocking nearly 50 degrees 
of the most desirable azimuth. However, the latter location was 
chosen for the actual survey predicated on the availability of 
logistic support from the permanent ACS4T site. (See Section HI, 
Tin City.) 

Home: An area in the low hills northeast of Nome 
appeared adequate for antenna installation. Signal strength 
tests taken from the runway area proved slightly weaker than 
those taken at the Tin City site. (See Section III, Rome.) 

The result of the preliminary surveys indicated that Tin 
City would be the site of the actual survey, with Nome as alter¬ 
nate location. As further consideration of the Tin City site 
took place, problems arose in selecting a site with sufficient 
firm ground to support an antenna field. As a result., considera¬ 
tion of N. E. Cape as a '’consolidation'* site was initiated. 
Resulting plans from the N. E. Cape study were forwarded to USAFSS 
and approved. USAFSS requested more specific details of the 
planned consolidation, and these were forwarded on 27 August 
1957. The entire trend of events during this calendar year 
reflects the extreme pressures being placed upon planning by 
the desire to economize. 

On 15 October, a test was performed at H. E. Cape to deter-* 
mine the hearability of the Detachment (Pt. Barrow) mission 
at that location. Results were satisfactory, and plants were 
formulated to accomplish the integration of Bets 1 and 4 at N. E. 
Cape in early 1958* 
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Detachment #2, Naknek, was deactivated as of August 1957<• 
This completed the cycle on the second phase of USAF5S Alaskan 
theater operations. (See Section IV, Baknek.) 

Detachment #3, Shemya, continued to expand Its operations 
during 1957 to a total of nine (9) operating positions which 
included four (4) manual Horse, three (3) HP radiotelephones, and 
one (l) HF/VHF radiotelephone Intercept positions. In addition, 
an RDF position was installed to replace the one that was lost 
with the deactivation of Naknek. 

The total operational positions within the USAFSS Alaskan 
theater at the close of 1957 had increased to seventy-five ( 75 ) 
intercept positions}and four (4) support positions. The support 
positions Included three (3) RDF and one (l) RFP. 

Pt. Barrow continued operations with a total of five (5) 
positions: two (2) IF/HF manual Horse, two (2) HF manual Horse, 
and one (l) LF/MF automatic Morse positions. However, final 
plans were being made at the close of 1957 to deactivate Pt. 
Barrow with the move of all operations to S, B. Cape. (See 
Section X, Pt. Barrow.) 
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CHAPTER 9 - 1958 


The Initial phase of the move from Pt. Barrcw to I. £» Cape 
was began on 26 February 1958. The final deactivation of Pt. 
Barrow web completed on 19 May 1958. (See Section V, Si 2. Cape 
and Section X, Pt. Barrow.) The departure from Pt. Barrow was 
viewed with considerable reluctance by the processing analysts 
at the 6981st BOM. The Pt . Barrow sit e produced t he ultimata 
in readable traffic Many of the 

and broadcasts ware beamed into the Arctic 
directly in line with Pt. Barrow} and Intercept had been outstand¬ 
ing. Many believed that the deactivation of Pt. Barrow had been 
a sacrificial lamb on the altar of economy. 


During June, five (5) EUNT Intercept positions were installed 
at Shemya (Det #3) under 6981st BOC control. These positions 



A new antenna field consisting of eleven (ll) class A rhombic3, 
three (3) Vees, three (3) doublets, two (2) verticals, and one (l) 
beverage, was constructed at the 6981st BGM In early 1958. This 
Installation considerably improved intercept capabilities. 

On 25 February, the Alaska Communications System link 
between If. E. Cape and the 6981st ROM was permanently converted 
to White Alice operations. 

A meeting to discuss general joint operations between the 
Army and Air Force at the Shemya site was held by Maj. General 
Blake, Commander USAFSS, on 3 August. Collocation of Detachment 
#3, 6981st BGM and the 28lst ASA Company (on Shemya) in the 
concrete block operations building at that site was accomplished 
on 2 September with no loss in coverage. It was determined that 
the facility command would alternate semi-annually between the 
USAFSS and ASA commanders. A Joint Operational designator was 
acquired on 29 October, and the operations at Shemya were official¬ 
ly designated "Joint Operations Group, Shemya (AAF/JOG)". Projects 
were established to eliminate duplication of effort between the 
two services. (See Section VI, Shemya.) 

For the first time since the move into the permanent facili¬ 
ties at Blaendorf AFB, the 6961st BGM began to experience over¬ 
crowded conditions. Expansion bad been rather rapid and continuous, 
and plans were established for rehabilitation of available space 
to better house the current effort. 
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Planning of a RADIHT collection facility to be installed at 
Shemya was initiated early in 1959- The intent of thla Installa¬ 
tion was to obtain trajectory information on Soviet Interconti¬ 
nental Ballistic Missiles (XCBM's) being fired from the Tyura 
Tam Missile Test Range (TTMTR) to the impact area on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula. Shenya was selected as the most adequate site due to 
its position in the normal ballistic curve flight path. Initial 
target date for operation was set at 15 March 1959* however, 
actual operations were not Initiated until 1 July when the FPS-17 
began tests. (See Section VI, Shemya.) 

By the close of 1959, the 6961st RGM with Its detached 
operations at N. £. Cape and Shemya had expanded operations to 
a total of ninety-one (91) COMIHT, five (5) EUflT, and ten (10) 
TRANSEC positions. In addition, three (3) KEF and one (l) RPP 
positions remained in operation. To this overall total of 110 
operational positions, the FPS-17 Installation had added a BAEOT 
intercept capability, thereby rounding out the overall intercept 
posture of the USAPSS Alaskan Theater. 

Excessive delays In preparation and forwarding perishable 
intelligence reports va,a recognized as a problem area in early 
1959. As a result, analytical personnel were placed on flight 
duty in the Intercept area. Results of this action reflected a 
sixty-seven (67) per cent increase in timeliness. During this 
same period, problems began to arise regarding the continued 
assumption of second echelon type tasking without benefit of 
equivalent additional manning. 

With the deactivation of the Naknek operations, considera¬ 
tion had to be given to the choice of an adequate Alternate 
Interim Headquarters site. Arrangements were made with ASA to 
utilize space at the recently deactivated ASA intercept site at 
Wildwood Station, Kensd. Plans were drawn up to establish this 
site as Alternate Interim Headquarters for the 699let BGM and 
its detached units in lieu of the Haknek site. 


During July 1956, an AFSAV/D-48 Intercept position was 
Installed and became operational at the 6981st RGM. As a result, 
a considerable portion of the HP automatic Morse intercept mission 
at K. E. Cape was assumed by this station. Also during July, 
j ptercent indicate d that e quipment was being utilized 

Discussions 

were held as to the possibility of establishing facsimile inter¬ 
cept at USA 3^. A recommendation for such action was forwarded 
to USAFSSj however, no formal action was taken at that level. 
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CHAPTER 10 - 1959 

Control of tbe HIST off art at Shemya vm transferred to the 
Array Security Agency on 25 January 1959* Joint operational pro¬ 
cedure ■ for this effort vtre pasted via Joint directive of AFSS/ 

Ft Meade and CUSASA. During the period. 19 February through 31 
Marah 1959, a hearabillty test was conducted to determine the 
capability of this Hite In covering HF automatic Morse polar 
oases which were assigned at I. I. Capa* Completion of this test 
resulted In confirmation that Intercept could be accomplished at 
the 6981 st (DBA- 3 1 *), thus avoiding continuing transcribing problems 
at H. X. Cape. A change of assignment eas recommended, and polar 
cases operating on automatic Morse facilities vers subsequently 
reassigned to USA-3^ positions. This development allowed Detach¬ 
ment #1 to place none eaphaeis on IF automatic Morse targets for 
development purposes. 


In early 1959, a firm agreement v&s achieved between DHXSA 
end CHffiC for the direct 
the 



would allow for direct exchange of any and/or all technical 
information pertinent to the vast Majority of the 6961st BCM 
mission. Due to an overlap In mission and function, this agree¬ 
ment, when implemented, could prove extremely advantageous to all 
concerned. 


On 23 June, a team of four (t) airmen and one (l) civilian 
tec h representative was sent to V. B. Cape to Install a CV-3 
VHF antenna. Installation was accomplished by the teem and 
712th ACAM on a hardstand in the tundra. Upon placing this 
antenna In operation, on 19 July, it was found that a gain of 
four to six decibels was realised in comparison to other VHF 
antennas in use. 

The FPS-17 BADUFC operation at Shemya was tasked in July to 
obtain sightings of ICBC's in flight from the Tyura Tam range, 
sightings of Barth Satellite Vehicles (ESV's), and sightings 
of other space vehicles (friendly and/or foreign). Control of 
the BASIMT operation at Shemya was tentatively turned over to 
the USAFSS. 


An additional IF automatic Morse intercept test was conducted 
at USA-3 1 * during the period 16-31 August. When compared with 
intercept of the same cases during the sane periods at I. X. Cape, 
It was concluded that further Improvements of antenna systems 
would have to be accomplished prior to assumption of IF intercept 
responsibilities at USA-3b. 
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In September, Hqs USAF tasked the Strategic Air Command (SAC) 
and U3AFSS vith the Implementation of a long range program for 
conducting CCMEBT intercept operations along the Soviet Arctic 
periphery* This program would Include all SAC ferret operations 
in the Alaskan theater. The requirement was predicated on the 
need for Intercept of VHP and unique communications activity in 
the Soviet Arctic, which were beyond the capability of existing 
ground Intercept locations and airborne platform intercept facili¬ 
ties. The USAF S3 was tasked to operate one (l) HP/VHP (CV or 
voice) COMIKT position in an HB-k7H on certain selected routes 
In the Arctic area. The unclassified codenaae applied to this 
project was "BOBUS BABT”. 

A tentative date for commencement of project "BOBUS BABY" 
was set at 5 January i960. USAFSS was tasked with providing 
six (6) airborne intercept operators and two (2) electronic 
countermeasure (BCM) repairmen to this project* 

During a shutdown of the FPS-17 at Shaaya, it was discovered 
that a considerable portion of the interference to ELIHT equip¬ 
ment, previously attributed to the FPS-17, was actually being 
generated within the EUBT equipment Itself. Measures to counter¬ 
act this internal noise problem were taken as a result. 


As 1959 drew to a close, a review of accomplishments indi¬ 
cated that this year had been one of consolidation and strengthen¬ 
ing of the existing posture. Sotable improvements were accomplished 
in intercept and processing functions which resulted in more inter¬ 
cept productivity and increased efficiency of reporting. Close 
coordination through the AF8S0, AICQM/AAC resulted in increased 
satisfaction by local consumers in our intelligence products. 
Considerable discussion was held toward the goal of better coverage 


of the target area. 


(b)(1) 


(b)(1) 


I- 
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CHAPTKB U - I960 


On 29 February i960, "BOBUS BABY" operations at Elelsoti 
AFB (Fairbanks, Alaska) were designated as Operating Location 
#1, 6961st KM. All necessary equipment and personnel sere in 
place on 14 January, and the first "BOIUS BABI" missions were 
flown on 19 and 21 January respectively. 

An additional site survey of the Gaabell area was planned 
in early i960. This survey was Intended to determine the availa¬ 
bility of unique CGMXBT/ZIXHT signals at that site. In addition, 
a hilltop YHF intercept test was planned for V. 2. Cape to 
coincide with the Gaabell survey. In May, BAA. advised USAF8S 
that they desired to operate vans at Gaabell for this site survey, 
with the test to take place between 1 July and 30 September i960. 
HSA simultaneously requested that USAFS8 provide an operational 
compliment of four (4) Intercept operator# and one (l) maintenance 
■an. The 6961st BGM vas tasked with providing the team commander, 
operators, and spare parts for equipment utilised. USAFS8 
directed that the equipment, including vans, utilized at Oaabell 
be transferred to N. E. Cape for the proposed hilltop test to 
follow the Oaabell survey. The project was originally assigned 
the codename "OHE CAB”; however, an early compromise of this 
original codenaoe caused the project to be reassigned under code- 
naae "HOAD BED". 



To obtain the desired sampling, the test vas divided into 
three phases: (l) Gaabell surveys (2) B. E. Cape Hilltop survey* 
(3) Airborne Communications Reconnaissance Platform (ACEP) 
survey. 

The Gaabell survey was accomplished during the initial 
thirty (30) day period of the test, with the H. S. Cape Hilltop 
test being completed (after transfer of equipment and personnel) 
during the last thirty (30) days. The ACEP portion of the test 
was planned to overlap the two (2) ground tests to provide com¬ 
parative results. Planning of the ACRP support of this project 
Included deployment of one (l) HB-50 from Tokota AFB, Japan, to 
Eloendorf AFB. This action was completed on 17 July i960, and 
codeword "ORABGE PIK" vas assigned to the ACRP effort. Three 

33 














1 



missions were flown by the HB-50 In conjunction with the test at 
the Gambell shore location (tests were also performed from atop 
the bluff at Qambell). These flights took place between 22-31 
July i960. (See Section V, N. S. Cape and Section VII, Cambell.) 


A UP development mission was implemented at USA 3^ on 23 
September. In October, Intercepted traffic indicated the poasft- 


(b)(1) 






-1. 


Increased emphasis was placed on first instance reporting in 
May as a result of comments made by the Coenandar USAPSS during 
a staff visit to this unit. The primary concern was the timeli¬ 
ness of reporting Spot and CHITIC Information to prime consumers. 

A gradual buildup of flight analytical operations was initiated 
along with an evaluation of timeliness. This timeliness evalua¬ 
tion, implemented by flight operations staff personnel, was 
directed toward determining time lapses between last noted activity 
and time of transmission of Spot or CRITIC reportable information. 
Preliminary evaluations indicated that the average time lapse per 
report was in the vicinity of forty-nine (t-9) minutes. This 
delay, compared to the desired maximum ten (10) minute delay, 
and the ultimate goal of two (2) minute delay. Indicated by the 
Commanding General, caused considerable concern. Steps were 
1mediately taken to speed up report preparation and handling. 

By the end of i960, time delay per report had been reduced by 
nearly fifty (50) percent, or approximately twenty-five (25) 
minutes per report. 

The Wildwood AIH established in 1958-1959 vaa prepared for 
use in early September i960 with the installation of equipment. 

CAE personnel of the 6981st RGK conducted an exercise to test 
Alternate Headquarters capability shortly after installation of 
this equipment. The exercise was considered most satisfactory, 
and plans were prepared to conduct actual deployment and emergency 
type operations on a test basis during 1961. 

A follow-bp to project "ROAD BED" was conducted during the 
winter of i960 under the eodenama "PROJECT HILLTOP". Initial 
action for the hilltop installation began on 29 December. The 
primary Intent was to determine the best possible antenna design 
for the intercept of VBF ground station transmissions. USAFSS 
agreed in principal only to this test. 

As a result of USAFSS attitude, the approach to this test 
was varied considerably prior to its actual Implementation In 
early 1961. (See Section V, H. E. Cape.) 


34 













During the latter port of 195 9t procedures vers established 
to incorporate a 100 word per minute capability into the CONOR - 
communications network. This project was titled ’"Circuit Conver¬ 
sion to 100 VFM Operations"* The effort to accomplish this 
interim conversion of circuits proceded over the latter part of 
1959 end early i960. Progress was accomplished circuit by circuit 
from 1 September 1959 through k August i960, at which time the 
final conversion was accomplished. 
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CHAPTER 12 - 1961 


A* a follow-up to the planned I. X. Capa Hilltop tost (which, 
had beqn somewhat stymied by lack of support from OSAPflS and 
other inherent problems), the 5070 th Air Defense Wing, Elaendorf 
ATI, was approached in March 1961, and permission requested to 
install, and operate a test intercept position In the radar opera¬ 
tions building on th# hilltop at I. E. Capa daring the summer of 
1961. It was further requested that the 6961 st be pern!tied to 
reserve this space for possible peraanent installation if results 
of the test Justified such action. The 5070th approved both 
requests/ provided the nunber of personnel involved would not 
exceed available sleeping and work space. 


Vo laplenent this project, It was planned to note one VHP 
radiotelephone position fron the 6960 th R3M to the van located 
below the radotM at V. E. Cape hilltop. Frequency utilisation 
for the test was In the 90 - 150 megacycle range. 


In addition, a sixty ( 60 ) day survey of TCF/IP radioprinter 
transmissions was implemented at the operations area of the 6980 th 
ESN on 22 January. This survey was accomplished at the request 
of 2XLKXBA, sad tape recordings were made of desired signals. 

Tapes vers then forwarded to the 6961 st BGM end hard copy readouts 
were prepared end analyzed. At the end of the initial sixty (60) 
day period, it was decided to extend the test for an additional 
thirty ( 30 ) days. 


A site survey was accomplished during the summer of l96l, 
at Cape Idsburae, by a Joint AFSS/ASA team. The original Intent 
of this survey was to perform a thirty ( 30 ) day test at Cape 
IAsburne and then transfer the operation to Tin City for an 
additional thirty ( 30 ) day test period. The primary purpose of 
the tes t was to determine the current status of electromagnetic 
signals 


The move to Tin City at the completion of the Cape Lisbume 
test was delayed for an extensive period and finally cancelled 
due to extreme weather variations at Cape Lisbume and Tin City. 
Tin City weather remained below established minimus* almost con¬ 
stantly for approximately thirty-six ( 36 ) days. Cape lisbume 
weather was not much better* Prevailing northwest winds during 
this period of the year blew low level clouds along the coast 
line that formed fog against the mountains, thereby closing the 
respective airfields. 

The survey of Cape Lisburn* took place during the period 
19 June to lfc July. (See flection XL, Cape Lisbume.} 
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The survey teas was marooned at Cape Llsburae due to these 
adverse weather conditions for a period of over thirty days during 
this period. It was subsequently decided to forego testing of 
the Tin City area at that time. 

During the summer of 1961, actual operational teste were 
performed at the 6981st RGM Alternate Interim Headquarters site 
at Vflldvood Station, Kenal. 

Two (2) Intercept positions were established to sample RZ 
and RL communications In the N. B. Siberian area. Results obtained 
during these deployment tests indicated that Wildwood Station was 
very satisfactory as an alternate site. In fact, much of the 
Intercept of known cases was accomplished with slightly better 
results than those obtained at the 6981st ROM. 

The deployment testa were accomplished In four (4) Incre¬ 
ments, with each operations flight deploying a team for a period 
of one '(l) to two (2) weeks. Teams were deployed on a rotating 
basis, and each operations flight completed its deployment maneuver, 
under realistic emergency deployment conditions. 

In late i960, plans to reestablish communications operations 
in the east wing of the Hqs 6981st RGM building were formulated. 
This action was taken as the initial step to conversion of communi¬ 
cations operations to "Critlcomm Interim". 

This project continued to 22 July 1961 when cutover to the 
new Critlcomm Interim system was accomplished in the new quarters. 
Additional details to improve operations and installation continued 
to be accomplished throughout 1961. 
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ajcnoa n 


ADAK 


CHAJTBB 1 - 1950 

Adak Island, Aleutian Chain, Alaska, vas the site of the 
initial intercept effort in the USAFSS Alaskan Theater. Beeorda 
of planning vhlch led to the cholee of this site for initiation 
of USAFSS Alaskan Theater intercept operations art net available. 
It la obvious, however, that the selection of this site aea be 
attributed to the existence of the U. S. Kavy installation at Adak 
which gave indications of available logistic support to aw Inter¬ 
cept operation. Co-existence with the navy at Adak involved 
various problems. Although coordination between the two services 
vas excellent, the presence of Detachment Able, 3rd ISK, on "navy 
soil" on a remanent basis vas never completely compatible. 


Detachment Able began operations on 21 August 1950. (See 
Section I, 6981st ROM (3rd RSK)) The exact maber of intercept 
positions involved at the inception of this effort is undeter- 


* 
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CHAPTER 2 - IS 


It had become obvious by early 1951 that the wooden 
constructed facilities housing our operations at Adah were unsuit¬ 
able to clinactlc conditions. Further new construction of a 
oanent variety would have to be completed prior to the somwr 
1953 if this detachment was to continue operations* There 
sene hesitancy to proceed with new construction planning due 
testing of a new Havy Low Frequency transmitter In the 
laity of the operations site at Adah. All planning was dis¬ 
continued In the summer of 1951/ pending the outcome of the 
IF test. 
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By early 1952, Detachment #31 (formerly Detachment Able) tree 
subject to eove for two reasons: (l) The Navy Bureau of Medi¬ 
cine was desirous of obtaining the oaln building, then housing 
Detachaent #31, for a portion of their proposed hospital expan¬ 
sion; (2) The reception at Detachaent #31 inks expected to 
suffer considerably from the Low Frequency, fifty (50) kilowatt, 
transmitter being installed adjacent to Detachaent #31 operations. 

Expansion of the Intercept effort at Adak continued, however, 
and voice (radiotelephone) intercept in the HF range waa Initiated 
on 6 April 1952 with the installation of two (2) positions. 
Operators for this effort were trained at the Hone intercept site. 
An additional HP voice Intercept position was Installed in June, 
bringing the total effort to three ( 3 ) positions. Again In 
October, HF voice Intercept was increased, this tlae by the Instal¬ 
lation of two ( 2 ) additional positions, bringing the total nueber 
of positions at Adak to eighteen (l 6 ) Manual Morse end five (5) 
radiotelephone. 

Sufficient linguists had become available to Adak operations 
by the elose of 1952 to allow assignment of linguists to their 
HDF effort. Conversely, Morse Intercept operators were in short 
supply, causing occasional position closures. 

Radioprinter equipment was installed at Adak on 9 August, on 
a test basis. However, due to Interference from Naval communi¬ 
cations at that site and only fair reception, this equipment was 
airlifted to the newly established site at Naknek for permanent 
installation. (See Section IV, Naknek.) 

Problems encountered at the Adak site were further compounded 
by lack of recreational facilities which adversely affected 
morale. 

Consideration was given to the idea of establishing operation 
at Attu or Shemya islands. An initial survey of Shemya had been 
accomplished in December 1951 with this purpose In mind. 

















Daring the early fart of 1953# operations at Alak remained 
somewhat static, However, it van obvious that Adak's existence 
as a USAFSS Intercept site was soon to be terminated. 

Discussion bad taken place at tbe 3rd RDM about tbe possi¬ 
bility of establishing an intercept operation in the Green tak* 
area ef Xlnendorf AFB (See Section I, 6981st BOX (3rd ISM))* As 
a result of this discussion, a total of twelve (12) Manual Nome 
intercept positions were in operation at the temporary Green Lake 
site on 1 July. Sons intercept assignments previously tasked at 
Adak were transferred to the Green Lake operations at that tine. 

During this period, and throughout the remainder of 1933# 
Adak operations began a gradual decline. This decreasing effort 
corresponded directly with tbe Initiation end expansion of the 
effort at the Green Lake site, Xlnendorf AFB. By the end of the 
year, Adak operations bad been curtailed to the point that it 
caused a nanpover cut of note than sixty (60) per cent in 
assigned personnel strength. Only four (4) positions reaainsd 
operational at the Adak installation; two (2) annual Norse, and 
two (2) HF radiotelephone. Meanwhile, Green Lake had expanded 
to thirty-eight (3&) Intercept positions. 













CHAPTER 5 - 19 9 * 


During January 195^, the final deactivation of the A dak 
effort was accomplished. Two (2) manual Morse positions and 
one (l) RDF position were turned over to the established Naval 
Communication Supplementary Activity (USK-13) (See Part III, 

U. S. Havy). These positions retained their original assignments, 
but were to be manned and equipped by the Navy under the N3A cross 
servicing agreement. The positions remained under the general 
jurisdiction of the 3rd RSK. However, this condition proved to 
be temporary in nature, and in late 195^, the National Security 
Agency assumed control of these positions and allotted them to the 
Navy. 


Of the two (2) radiotelephone positions remaining at Adak at 
the time of deactivation, one was transferred to the newly estab¬ 
lished site at N. E* Cape, and the other was closed. 

Personnel and equipment were returned to Elmendorf APB (3rd 
RSM) for subsequent reassignment to other operational sites. 

The real estate at Adak wa3 returned to Naval Jurisdiction 
on 13 March, and the curtain fell on this phase of USAFSS Alaskan 
Theater operations. 
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SECTION III 


NOME 


CHAPTER 1 - 


As In tbs case of A dak (See Section II , Adak), Nome was 
chosen as an intercept location prior to the arrival of the 3rd 
RSM in Alaska. Nome, Harks APB, was the site of the second, 
intercept operation In the USATSS Alaskan Theater. 


Here again, as in the case of Adak, availability of logis¬ 
tics was the prime concern in the choice of location. 


Operations were initiated at None on 12 November 1950, and 
this site was designated Detachment Baker, 3rd RSM. Operations 
consisted of limited HP radiotelephone, manual Morse, and IP/ 
MF Morse efforts. 


This site was established on approximately the same tempo¬ 
rary status as Adak. Plans were already being carried out for 
a site at N. E. Cape> St. Lawrence Island, with initial operation 
scheduled originally for 1 December 1951. 
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CHAPTER 2 - 1951 


As Indicated In Section I, plans for eventual incorporation 
of Nome (Detachment Baker) intercept effort with the N. E. Cape 
operations, then under construction, had been established in late 
1950- 


Transportation from Elmendorf AFB to Nome, and return, had 
become an increasingly difficult problem. This was primarily 
due to the fact that no planes flew direct from Elmendorf to 
Nome- All flights passed through Fairbanks, and during winter 
months, Fairbanks was frequently closed because of ice fogs for 
considerable periods. 

As no indication of a site survey of N. E. Cape is in evi¬ 
dence, it appears that this problem, plus the availability of 
continued logistical support at N. E. Cape, may have attributed 
to the decision to incorporate Nome operations with the projected 
operations at that site. No doubt the nearness of the two loca¬ 
tions, and the close geographical proximity to target transmitters 
was a prime factor. 

Other difficulties such as high winds, heavy icing conditions, 
interference from the local AFR3 station, failures of base power, 
and even the reputation of Nome as a wide open frontier town, 
caused considerable concern and hastened the departure of Detach¬ 
ment #32 (formerly Detachment Baker) from the Nome site. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1952 


Adverse weather conditions, plus an error in funding estimates, 
had delayed the construction of the N. E. Cape site, thus prolong¬ 
ing the departure from Nome. A new target date for completion of 
the IV. E. Cape site had been set for 1 July 1952; however, this 
date also was revised due to adverse weather and supply problems, 
and a new date of June 1953 was established. 

Plans to activate the N. E. Cape operation with subsequent 
closing of the Nome facility (Detachment 32) were formulated and 
targeted for August 1952, then readjusted to the summer of 1953 
as It became apparent that the N. E. Cape site could not be 
prepared for occupancy. The move remained contingent upon procure¬ 
ment of adequate communications equipment and the initiation of 
regular aircraft flights, neither of which were available at this 
late date. 

Additional concern was caused by the Air Force’s avowed 
intent to evacuate Marks Air Force Base. This, of course, would 
result in lack of local logistical support for the USAFSS tenant 
unit. 


53 














CHAPTER 4 - 1953 


Finally, in the spring of 1953* the move of Detachment 32, 
new redesignated Detachment 2, was accomplished. This transfer 
took place between 25 April and 12 May 1953* and was arranged so 
that no loss of intercept was experienced, and necessitated only 
eight (6) hours of communications outage. 

And so, in the short space of three (3) years, the 3rd B3M 
had closed operations at the two (2) original Alaskan intercept 
sites and had established operations in two (2) new sites, (see 
Section I, 6961st RGM (3rd RSM) and Section V, N. E. Cape.) 
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SECTION IV 


KAKNEK 

CHAPTER 1 - 1950 

Naknek AFB, King Salmon, Alaska, had apparently been projected 
as a future site of operations In the early stages of USAFSS 
Alaskan Theater operations In the same manner as N. E. Cape. 
Subsequent to arrival of the 3rd BSM In Alaska and the establish¬ 
ment of intercept efforts at Adak and None, plans were concluded 
to construct a site at Naknek, as well as N. E. Cape. 

N&knek plans were formulated more rapidly, and it appeared 
at the earliest stages that Naknek would become operational in 
the summer of 1951» 
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CHAPTER 2 - 19^1 


Construction oatcrisis for the Vaknek facility began to 
arrive in Alaska In July of 1951, and were transported direct 
to Haknek. 

To hasten the eatabllahment of intercept operations, a site 
previously occupied hy Det 1, 136th cornualcations Security Sqdn 
was surveyed, and it was decided to initiate interim operations 
at this site, pending the completion of the installation then * 
under construction. As of October 1951, a total of twenty (20) 
intercept positions were Installed in these temporary quarters. 
Sixteen (16) of these positions were placed In operation, with 
the remainder utilized for training purposes. A control console 
was installed In the intercept operations area to provide facili¬ 
ties for the Intercept Trick Chief and Direction finding Controller. 

Estimated date for the completion of the permanent facility 
at Kaknek had been set for June 1952, Construction of buildings 
was completed by 15 December 1951, but occupancy was withheld 
pending availability of operational equipment. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1952 


On 2k September 1952, the final inspection of the Haknek 
facility was accomplished, and the detachment was moved in and 
commenced operations within one (l) week. 

The operations were somewhat curtailed due to a shortage of 
intercept operator personnel. This shortage caused the reduction 
of operations at the temporary site to ten (10) operational 
positions from the original sixteen (16) positions. 

In October, an electronics (EIIHT) test was performed at 
Haknek to determine the suitability of that site for the inter¬ 
cept of EXIST signals. During the same period, an additional 
survey team performed a teat to determine the availability of HF 
radiotelephone signals. little information is available as to 
the exact findings of these tests; however, it appears that these 
findings did not substantiate the establishment of either HF 
radiotelephone or EUHT Intercept efforts at Haknek. 

Installation of an HF RDF unit at Haknek was completed on 
16 December. This made a total of four (k) installed HF RDF 
facilities In the USAFSS Alaskan Theater, with one (l) each at 
3rd RSK, Home, Adak, and Naknekj however, the Haknek unit was 
not declared operational in 1932 because of personnel shortages. 

At the close of 1952, the Haknek operation consisted of ten 
(10) CONXHT positions. Of this number, six (6) were manual Morse 
and four (k) were automatic Morse with ^^^^|the primary inter¬ 
cept. 













CHATTHE 4 - 1953 


Installation of radioprinter Intercept operations vaB completed 
at Naknek In January 1953* The original installation consisted 
of five (5) positions: tvo (2) demultiplex and three (3) single 
channel. A training assignment for non-Morse intercept vas received 
on 31 January and vas immediately implemented. Testing contin¬ 
ued through the early part of 1953 vith considerable equipment 
outage experienced due to lack of replacement parts. 

On 22 June, an additional position vas installed to provide 
the capability of intercepting tvo (2) channel and double frequency 
shift (DFB) transmission. 


The RDF installation at Haknek vas completed on 5 January 1933 
and commenced operations on 7 January. 

By April, the ten (10) installed manual Morse positions vere 
fully operational. Of the five (5) automatic Morse positions, 
three (3) became operational in May 1953. 


There vere a number of changes in position configuration 
throughout 1953 at Haknek. With the Increase in Intercept at the 
Green Lake site, Elmendorf AFB, the manual Morse and automatic 
Morse positions began to be phased out, and at the close of the 
year, only four (1) manual Morse positions remained operational. 


At the same time, radloprlnt er intercept efforts had expande d 
to aten (lQ) position capabi lity 

Radioprinte^Stercep^proauctivity 
atrnissitevas at & considerably hlgh>. level during this entire 
period. 
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CHAPTER 5 - 1954 


Naknek operations continued with ten (10) radioprinter 
positions and four (4) manual Horse positions. During the 
early part of 1??4 ; however, a shortage of manual Morse inter¬ 
cept operators had forced the utilization of printer intercept 
operators in both manual Morse and RDF operations. 

A visit by an NSA radioprinter representative (Mr. Beresford) 
in May resulted In extremely complimentary comments regarding the 
overall radioprinter effort. He further cited Naknek (now 
Flight C) as having the test radioprinter T/A effort in the 
theater. 
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CHAPTER 6 - 1955 

During early 1955, the manual Morse effort at Haknek (now 
designated Detachment #3) was curtailed to one (l) position. The 
assignments previously covered on the deleted positions were 
ahsorted toy the expanding intercept effort at the 3rd RSM. 

In May, Detachment #3, Haknek, "became the 6986th RSM as the 
result of converting all Security Service units to the 69xx series 
designations. 

Project "WILD WAVES", an ELXHT/RADIHT survey, was Implemented 
at Haknek in late July 1955 (See Section 1, Chapter 6, 6981st 
RGM). The Haknek site was subsequently chosen as the site for 
permanent installation of an ELINT/RADIHT intercept effort in the 
Alaskan Theater. Plans, including equipment, personnel, support, 
etc., continued to be formulated during the remainder of 1955. 

The Haknek installation was to be the initial ELDTT/RADIHT Inter¬ 
cept effort by the U. s. 

In the fall of 1955, Haknek again reverted to detachment 
status. This time the designation was Detachment #2, 6981st RSM. 
During the late months of 1955, it became apparent that Naknek 
was also due for deactivation, and all plans for the ELIHT/RADIHT 
effort ceased. 
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CHAPTER 7 - 19^6 


In view of the speculation that Naknek would cease operations 
in the not-too-distant future, a radioprinter test was conducted 
at the new 6981 st RGM operations site (Elmendorf AFB) during the 
month of June 1956. Results of this test indicated that radio¬ 
printer signals could, in most instances, be copied as adequately 
at the 6981 st RGM as at Naknek. 

Haknek, however, remained in operation throughout 1956. In 
fact, there was some expansion of intercept facilities at Saknek 
in the early part of 1956. Two ( 2 ) additional manual Morse 
positions were placed in operation to cover Morse parallels of 
intercepted radioprinter links. Further, Naknek temporarily 
became the Alternate Interim Headquarters of the 6981 st RGM, and 
it was to remain so, even after final deactivation of actual 
operations, until replaced in 1958 "by the Wildwood Station, Kenai, 
site. 










CHAPTER 8 - 1957 


Naknek, Detachment #2, continued operations until August 
1957* All intercept assignments at Naknek had then been trans¬ 
ferred to the 6901st RGM, and the second phase of USAFSS Alaskan 
Theater operations had completed a full cycle. 
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SECT1OH V - N. E, CAPE 


CHAPTER 1 - 1950 


The N. E. Cape installation had apparently been planned in 
the early stages of operation in the USAFSS Alaskan Theater. 

The only available indications to support the choice of this locar 
tion as an intercept site were the availability of apparently 
permanent logistical support (the location of the 712th AC&W was 
at that site), and the problems encountered in the early stages of 
the Nome operations. In addition, of course, was the Air Force’s 
intent to deactivate Marks Air Force Base (Nome). 
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CHAPTER g - 1951 


The original planned date for completion of the operational 
site at N. E. Cape, St. Lawrence Island, was 1 December 1951. 
However, adverse weather conditions, plus an obvious error In 
the estimate of funds required for construction, had forced a 
revision of this target date to the spring of 1952. USAF was 
contacted regarding the funding for this project, and authori¬ 
zation for increase of funding by 1,500,000 dollars was obtained 
in March 1951- This additional funding brought the total to 
3 ,200,000 dollars. 

Construction was started in the spring of 1951, and continued 
throughout the summer. The situation at Nome remained static 
pending the completion of the construction project at N. E. Cape. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1952 

The estimated completion date for the St. Lawrence Island 
facility was revised and had been rescheduled for July 1952; how¬ 
ever, continued adverse weather conditions and supply problems 
again forced a revision in estimated completion date with & 
third target date for occupancy set for June 1953* 

An advance echelon of 6981st RGM personnel was moved to 
St. Lawrence Island in early August 1952 to locate supplies and 
install equipment. A final Inspection of construction was 
accomplished on 23 September, and all remaining buildings and 
installations were accepted. The move of Detachment #32, Nome, 
to N. E. Cape remained contingent upon the procurement of adequate 
communications equipment and the initiation of regular aircraft 
flights to and from St. Lawrence Island. 
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CHAPTER 4 - 1953 

The move of Detachment #2, (formerly Det #32) Home, to 
N, E. Cape took place between 25 April to 12 May 1953. Transfer 
of operational functions was accomplished on 6 May with no loss 
in intercept, and only an eight (8) hour shutdown of communications. 
The redesignation of this unit to Flight B was made Immediately 
subsequent to the transfer from Nome to H, E. Cape. 

The first winter at N. E. Cape was extremely eventful. Inso¬ 
far as Intercept and general operations were concerned, little 
change was realized In comparison to previous operations at Rome. 

In other areas, changes were somewhat more drastic. What were 
considered to be poor logistics at Rome proved to be far from 
minimum. The 712th AC&W Sqdn at H. E. Cape had failed to include 
any requirements for Flight B in their estimates for obtaining 
winter supplies from the 11th Air Division at Eielson APB. 

Repeated queries from N. E. Cape to Eielson were unanswered or 
resulted in statements that subject supplies (for N. E. Cape) 
were at Nome. Finally, when good flying weather was over, and 
winter’s blizzards had arrived, the Commander of the H. E» Cape 
operations was forced to travel to Elmendorf to make arrangements 
for both food and supplies, which were running low. Due to 
marginal flying conditions, it was necessary to contract civilian 
air lines at this late date to transport the required supplies to 
R. E. Cape. 

Transportation from the quarters area at N. E. Cape to the 
operations area was accomplished with one (l) weasel. Snow 
removal equipment was out of commission and there were no spar® 
parts to repair it. On 19 December 1953, the road to operations 
was completely closed by fifteen (15) to twenty (20) foot drifts. 
The weasel continued operations? however, when It was halted for 
repair, shift changes were made on snowshoes. A large drift 
piled up around the operations building, uteMng it necessary to 
tunnel through to the operations door to permit access. 

Position posture at N. E. Cape at the close of 1953 Included 
four (4) radiotelephone positions, four (4) manual Morse positions, 
and one (l) automatic Morse Intercept position. 
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CHAPTER $ - 1954 


Problems at N. E. Cape continued through late winter 1953 
and spring of 195 1 *. Serious morale problems vere caused by- 
failure of the mail system. Lack, of support from the Nome area 
was cited as the primary cause of this failure. Personnel due 
to rotate during these winter months were being delayed, while 
personnel deploying to the site were backlogged at Nome while 
awaiting transportation to N. E. Cape. Drifting snow frequently 
covered the landing strip at N. E. Cape, and hand shoveling to 
clear the runway was frequently accomplished. 

The heating facilities in the operations building appeared 
to be inadequate, and it was often necessary for operators to 
wear parkas and flight pants while on duty. It was finally deter¬ 
mined that the heating problem was almost entirely caused by a 
low setting of the thermostat, which was not located until the 
following spring. 


A one way telephone line was installed from the 712th AC8W 
Squadron Operations to permit passing of U. 3. radar reflections 
to Flight B operations. Plots received in this manner were 
recorded by Flight B analysts on a plotting board in the Inter¬ 
c ept g ectlon and ut ilised In correlatio n with plots intercepted 

Although not reportable 

Tucorx^lated form, thin effort provided an interesting confirma¬ 
tion to the COKINT reporting effort, and in many Instances, pro¬ 
vided a means of correcting possible errors and confirming 
analytical conclusions. 


The chimney to the incinerator blew down in March. During 
the period in which repairs took place, a considerable amount of 
classified waste was stored in the operations building. After 
reconstruction, the chimney smoked up the adjacent area in 
operations. To compensate for smoke damage, the area around the 
incinerator was painted a dark gray. 

Communications also suffered during this period with over 
50 i» outage experienced on the transmit side to the 698lst ROM 
(Elmendorf AFB). Two thirds of this outage was attributed to 
Alaska Ccmmunications System (ACS) on the Nome to Anchorage Link.. 

On 11 January 195** > one of the two antennas broke during 
forty degree below zero weather and extremely heavy ice fogs. 
Temporary repairs were accomplished to continue operations until 
spring. 
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In March, a severe wind storm reaching 105 knots effectively 
put this unit out of operation for approximately twenty four (24) 
hours. It blew the VHF rhombic antennas down, badly damaged the 
AN/CHD-2A antenna, and knocked the main power link out. An emer¬ 
gency power generator, salvaged from a previous civilian construction 
operation, was utilized. However, this provided unstable power, 
and sixteen (l6) hours later, a surge of voltage blew all fuses 
and circuit breakers in operations. The power cable was completely 
repaired the following day and full operations continued. 

The HF radio telephone operation had occasionally been forced 
to use the VHF rhombica due to shortage of HF antennas. Results 
were very poor. Additional antenna installation was scheduled 
for the summer of 1954, Both HF and VHF direction finding facili¬ 
ties were available for installation, in the spring of 1954. 

"Mona Liea ,, , the yearly resupply operation, finally arrived 
in June. Food, supply, and equipment problems were temporarily 
alleviated to some degree. 

An assignment was received for the automatic Morse position 
during November 1954. 

Following installation of the HF and VHF DF facilities, a 
variety of problems were encountered. These included the Arctic 
foxes’ taste for the nylon ropes which guyed the Adcock antennas. 
These foxes also chewed up the spiral four cables leading to 
operations. Arctic Owls continued to roost in the VHF antenna 
dipoles causing considerable breakage. 

On 1 November 1954, Flight B was once again designated Detach¬ 
ment #2, 3rd RSM. 

An intercept improvement was accomplished in late 1954, when 
audio intercommunications were installed in the operations at 
N, E. Gape. During this sa»e period, N. E. Cap® became active 
as a participating station in the USAFSS Alaskan Theater RDF 
Flash Net. 
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CHAPTER 6 - 1935 


During 1955? the operations at fl. E. Cape were stabilized 
with some expansion of effort. In May, Detachment #2, 6981 st 
ROM, H. E. Cape was redesignated the 6982 nd RSM. This designa¬ 
tion was temporary in nature, and during late 1955, N* E. Cape 
was once again redesignated, this time to Detachment #1, 6981 st 
RSM. 


The most notable occurrence in 1955 was the participation 
in project "SALT CEDAR" at Gambsll, St. Lawrence Island. During 
May 1955 , an officer and five ( 5 ) airmen departed for EIntendorf 
to provide manning for the EH NT intercept portion of this 
survey. The survey was initiated during June 1955. At the 
completion of the survey (on 15 September 1955), all equipment 
and personnel returned to N. E. Cape, with the exception of one 
(l) HF/VHF radiotelephone position and personnel to operate this 
position. This position was moved into collocation with the ASA 
detachment at Gambsll. Manning was to be accomplished by pro¬ 
viding volunteer radiotelephone operators from N. E. Cape who had 
over sixty (60) days experience as operators. These personnel 
were placed on temporary duty status with the ASA detachment. 
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Support of the VHF effort at Gam.be 11 continued during early 
1956. There was considerable speculation and 8one planning for 
the establishment of a permanent operation at Gambell /which was 
to be designated Detachment #5« 


During the summer of 1956, the Commander, 698lst ROM, proposed 
that Detachment #1, N. E. Cape, and the tentatively planned Detach¬ 
ment #5> Gambell, be collocated at Gambell. DIKRSA countered with 
a decision that the unique intercept available at Gambell did not 
warrant both an ASA and USAFSS effort. Planning for a permanent 
site at Gambell was stopped, and arrangements made to transfer 
the VHF mission to ASA personnel at Gambell. USAFSS also recom¬ 
mended to Hqs USAF that the proposed BLENT effort at Gambell 
also be turned over to ASA. This effort was programmed for fiscal 
year 1957» As a result, programming for ELINT was slipped until 
Borne decision could be made as to what agency would be responsible 
for such an effort at Gambell. 
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CHAPTER 8 - 1957 


Due to the problems involving the establishment of a perman¬ 
ent site at Pt. Barrow, plus difficulties encountered from recent 
economy measures, plans were initiated in the spring of 1957 
toward integrating the proposed effort at Pt. Barrow with the 
operations at N. E. Cape. This consolidation of effort was tenta¬ 
tively approved, and final plans were made to accomplish the inte¬ 
gration during the first half of 1958* (See Section X, Chapter 4, 
Barrow.) 

However, there remained some reluctance to accomplish the 
planned integration at N. E. Cape. Funds, made available for 
construction at Pt. Barrow, had been withdrawn, and it was 
decided that these funds would be utilized to accomplish a series 
of surveys to find the most adequate consolidation site for com¬ 
bined intercept effort. Preliminary surveys under project ”140021 
HOME" were accomplished during the summer of 1957> however, the 
actual surveys did not take place. In place of the surveys, plans 
were made to perform a hearability test at N. E. Cape to determine 
intercept capability of assignments covered at Pt. Barrow. 

The hearabllity test at N. E. Cape was initiated on 15 
October 1957“ Results of this testing were generally satisfac¬ 
tory, and it was decided that consolidation would take place in 
early 1958. 

Detachment #1, H. E. Cape position alignment at the close of 
1957; consisted of three (3) HF manual Morse positions, two (2) 

IF/HP manual Morse positions, one (l) IF automatic Morse position, 
three (3) HF radiotelephone positions, one (l) HF/VHF radiotele¬ 
phone position , and one (l) HF/RBF position. 
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CHAPTER 9 - 1958 

The initial phase of integrating the Pt, Barrow effort 
with the N. E. Cape operations was begun 26 February 1958. 

By 19 May, Pt. Barrow was deactivated, and all intercept 
effort formerly accomplished at that site had been assumed by 
K. E. Cape (See Section X, Chapter 5, Barrow). 

The Alaska Communications System between N. E. Cape and 
Elraendorf AFB was permanently converted to White Alice operation 
in February 1958* Immediate improvement in communications 
resulted, and both communications outages and time delays were 
considerably reduced. 

To compensate for the additional assignment of the former 
Pt. Barrow mission by N. E. Cape, a major portion of the HF auto¬ 
matic Morse effort previously accomplished at N. E. Cape was 
assumed by the 6961st RGM. This was made possible by the instal¬ 
lation of AFSAV/D-48 equipment at the 6981st RGM. This assignment 
change proved to be most desirable due to the considerable backlogs 
previously experienced by H. E. Cape in accomplishing transcripts. 
The AFSAY/D-48 provided automatic transcription of automatic 
Morse signals. 
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CHAPTER 10 - 1939 


A hearability teat waa conducted at Elmendorf APB to datei^ 
nLLr^^ie capability of the 6981st RGM in Intercepting HP 
|||m^omunicatlon3 utilizing automatic Morae facllitlea^(Moat 
of the automatic Morse misalon had already been assumed by the 
6961st RCX - see Chapter 9.) Completion of this test resulted 
in the further transfer of these assignments from N. E. Cape to 
the 6961st RGM > thus further alleviating transcribing problems 
being experienced at N. E. Cape. This change of mission allowed 
No E. Cape operations to concentrate on IP automatic Morse targets 
for further development of this medium. 


On 23 June, a team of four (4) airmen and one (l) civilian 
technical representative proceeded to N. E. Cape to install a new 
type (CV-3) VHP antenna. The installation was accomplished with 
considerable cooperation and assistance from the 712th AC&W Squad¬ 
ron. A hardstand was constructed In the tundra, and the antenna 
was installed on it. This antenna provided & gain of four to six 
declbals in comparison to the other VHP antennas then in use. 


















CHAPTER 11 - I960 

During i960. If. E. Cape became involved In a sophisticated 
survey operation scheduled for Gambell, St. Lawrence Island. 

The codenaae of this survey was "RQ4D BED". 


The p rltaar; 
survey for 


intent of this test was to c onduct a heara bllitv 
{electromagnetic emissions 

from various locations on St. Lawrence Island. 
Cambell and the N. E. Cape hilltop were chosen as the test sites. 



The survey at Gaabell was accomplished during the initial 
30 day period (15 July to 15 August i960). Upon completion of the 
Gambell phase, the survey team and selected equipment were air¬ 
lifted to R. E. Cape to perform the hilltop portion of the survey. 
In the process of this airlift, one of the intercept vans was 
dropped and demolished. To replace this van, a hut that was 
formerly a part of an RDF set at N. E. Cape was airlifted to 
the site and placed adjacent to the maintenance van on the hill¬ 
top. Operations at this site commenced on 17 August IQ 60 and 



The hearability of signals in the VHF range, at both Gaabell 
and the N. E. Cape hilltop, was considerably better than that 
previously experienced at existing stations. The interference from, 
radar installations and other electronic activities at the N. E. 
Cape Hilltop location somewhat detracted frcm the results at that 
site. 


A follow-up to this project vaB planned during the winter of 
i960. The project was planned for accomplishment during the 
summer of 196l at the N. E. Cape Hilltop site. Initial planning 
took place in December with the primary intent to determine the 
best possible antenna design for the intercept of VHF ground 
station activity. Due to the nature of the project, primary 
responsibility was placed with the Communications and Electronics 
Division of the 6901st RGM. 

On 16 August I960, Detachment #1, 6981st RGM became the 69POth 
Radio Squadron Mobile by USAFSS General Order. 
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CHAPTER 12 - 1961 
- f - " 

As a result of USAFSS reluctance to support the follow-up VHP 
test at the hilltop site, the 5070th Air Defense Wing, Elmeadorf 
APB, was approached in March 1961 with a request for permission to 
Install and operate a test Intercept position in the radar dome, 
at the N. E. Cape hilltop during the summer of 1961. It was 
additionally requested that the 6981 st RGM "be granted permission 
to reserve this space in the radar dome for the possibility of 
permanent installation if results of the test justified such actios* 
The 5070th concurred with the test and further agreed to permanent 
installation in the event that the number of personnel involved 
would not exceed available sleeping and working areas. ,. 

After further consideration, installation in the radorae was 
determined unfeasible due to requirements for insulation, heating, 
sound proofing, shielding from interference, etc* Also, the 
5070 th ADW and GEEIA did not approve of this type of installation. 

To implement the project (Hilltop), it was decided to move 
one VHP radiotelephone position from the 6980 th RSM to the hill¬ 
top site in a van located Just below the radorne. The test was 
confirmed by publication of the 6981 st RGM Ops Order l- 6 l, which 
established the date of initiation at 1 July 196 1 and the period 
of activity of the project at ninety ( 90 ) days. 

A new VHP receiver (17A3 General Electronics) and a Log 
Periodic Antenna (EV->5) were received from USAFSS. 

The hilltop project was delayed by difficulties encountered 
in moving personnel (the access road remained closed for the 
winter), bad weather which hampered antenna construction (4o knot 
winds and ice), inability to move and install the EV-5 antenna, 
damage to the I 7 A 3 receiver in transit, and some confusion as to 
the correct date for implementation of the project. 

The project (Hilltop) became operational on 18 July 1961 
without the benefit of the EV-5 or 17A3. It was estimated that 
little would be gained without these desired sophisticated types 
of equipment, and the 6980 th RSM recommended that the test be 
cancelled until the summer of 1962 . 

Overall results of the survey, which was discontinued as of 
1 September 1961 , supported original estimates. Results were no 
better, and in some instances, not as good at the Hilltop site as 
at the main operational location. Ground stations were infrequently 
heard at the hilltop site. At the completion of the test, the 
E7-5 antenna was installed at the 6980 th RSM. Subsequent results 
proved this antenna to be superior to previously installed antennas. 
The 17A3 receiver was shipped back to USAFSS. 
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A Hilltop project for 1962 was recommended/ with inatallation 
of sophisticated equipment to be in place by June 1962* 

A sixty (60) day surrey of Soviet VIF/lF radioprinter trans¬ 
missions was Implemented at H, £. Cape on 12 January 1961. This 
survey was accomplished at the request of DIRNSA. Intercepted 
radloprlnter signals vere tape recorded: Tapes were then forwarded 
to the 6981 st BGM where transcription and analysis were performed. 
Fair results were obtained, and at the end of the initial test 
period an extension of thirty ( 30 ) days was approved. The test 
was concluded on 12 April 1961 . 


This test was accomplished on a time available basis, utilizing 
an automatic Horae position. General results indicated that 

traffic constituted approximately 21 per cent 
and unidentified traffic constituted 
approximately 30 per cent. The intercept of 0. S. radioprinter 
constituted approximately 31 per cent, and the remainder of the 


II.U4 (i) 

Kb)(1) 


Only limited analysis 
could be performed due to the insufficient volume of intercept. 
Quality of tapes recorded was fair. A good majority of the 
unidentified transmissions was thought to be U, S. and Interna¬ 
tional Commercial. Most of these signals were uncopiable, 
improperly recorded, or recordings of carriers with no intelligence. 


A second radloprlnter test was performed at USA 28 during 
1961 .' This test covered the period of 17 August through 28 
November. Intercept was obtained in the Low. medium, and high 


KbHi) 


This intercept was generally unique to traffic copied at 
the 6981 st RGM, As a result of this and the previous test 
performed in early 1961 , it was ^^onmndPd tha t two radloprln ter 
jsltions be established at USA 2d. 
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SECTION VI - SHEMIA 


CHAPTER 1 - 1951 

During December 1951, a site survey team, consisting of 
two (2) officers (one from Hqs 3rd RSM and the other from Det 
#31, Adah) and fourteen (l4) airmen, from Det #31, proceeded to 
Shemya APB to determine the radio reception at that location as 
compared to the Adak site. 

Results of this test indicated that intercept of manual 
Morse targets was slightly better at Shemya, while Intercept 
of HF radiotelephone targets far exceeded that at Adak. In 
addition, facilities available at Shemya were considered much 
more desirable than those at Adak. 
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CHAPTER 2 - 1952 


Flans for installing an operational 'team 1 at Shemya AFB 
were formulated in June 1952. A survey of possible housing 
resulted in the selection of a building for Operations. This 
building, formerly utilized by ACS, was believed to be in 
sufficiently good condition that rehabilitation could be accom¬ 
plished, utilizing AIO and troop labor. 

It had become imperative that a departure from Adak must 
be accomplished, and Shemya appeared to be the most desirable 
alternate. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 195: 


No further plans for using Shemya as an operational site 
were accomplished during 1953* Installation of intercept opera¬ 
tions at Green Lake, Elmendorf APB, had made the requirement for 
locating an alternate site for Adak intercept operations less 
pressing. 
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CHAPTER 4 - 1954 


A site survey was conducted at Shemya AFB, during the period 
11 February through l6 February 195^. 

Quarters and messing facilities were provided by the 5031at 
Air Base Squadron at Shemya AFB. Operational facilities were 
provided by the ASA detachment located at that base. 


The site survey was Jointly conducted with ASA personnel. 
Air Force mission was the Interception and identification of 


radiotelenhone 


(b)(1) 



The survey was conducted on the second floor of a hangar, 
which also housed APRS, and was located only one half mile from 
the Shemya tower. This caused considerable interference and 
slightly hampered results. Further, a generator used in servic¬ 
ing Canadian aircraft periodically blocked the intercept frequency 
causing negative results. 

HP voice intercept results were good and comparatively better 
than those previously experienced at Adak, despite the various 
problems encountered. Generally poor recording equipment was 
usedj however, tests were made utilizing an SP-600 receiver and 
the best ASA recording equipment available, with remarkable 
results in signal strength and clarity. 

Antenna arrangements consisted of wires strung across the 
top of the hangar which left much to be desired. All indications 
were that with adequate equipment located in an area not affected 
by interference, and with proper antenna alignment, considerably 
improved results in the HF voice intercept operations of the 
USAFSS Al&Bkan Theater could be achieved. 
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CHAPTER 5 - 1955 


The establishment of Detachment #3, proposed for Attn or 
Shentya Islands, was still in doubt during 1955. Discussion was 
still under way, but no firm decision had been made as to which 
of these sites would be utilized as a permanent operational 
location. 
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CHAPTER 6 ■* 1956 

During January 1956, the Alaskan Air Command (AAC) received 
cost estimates for sites at both Shemya and Attu Islands. As a 
result, AAC forwarded recommendations to Hq USAF that Shemya be 
utilized in lieu of Attu as a permanent intercept Installation. 


The 6926 th Radio Squadron Mobile, directly subordi: 
USA7SS, had a detachment (Det 9) assigned to Shemya AFB 


(b)(1) 


|(b) ( I) 


1 



In February 1956, Hqs USAFSS was notified by AAC that AAC 
planned to implement support through Northwest 

Airlines, on 1 August, 1956 . completed In 

March 1956, and USAFSS proceeded to deactivate the 6926 th BSM, 
including Detachment # 9 , at Shemya. 


In April 1956, the 6981 st RGM requested USAFSS approval to 
'phase in' operations at Shemya for permanent establishment by 
June 1956. This plan was approved, and "TEAM ECHO" departed 
Elmendorf on 1 May to establish the initial operation. 


Detachment #3 subsequently began official operations on 
1 June. Problems arose in July as a result of AAC failure to 
provide fiscal year 1957 support for this operation (See Section 
I, 6981st RGM). 


In May 1956, a VHF test at Shemya was proposed by the 698lst 
RGM. This test was to follow the current test at Gsmbell (See 
Section VII, Gambell). USAFSS was reminded that the Alaskan 
Theater was programmed to have two (2) VHF positions installed 
by 1 July 1957* vith one to become operational by 1 October 1957, 
and one to become operational by 1 October 1958 . Aa a result of 
this recommendation, the Master Program was amended to delete the 
programmed VHF installation. 


Later, in December, the 6981 st RQ4 forwarded information to 
USAFSS regarding a proposed VHF test to be conducted at Shemya 
by ASA in early 1957* ASAA1 had requested the use of three ( 3 ) 
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VHF receivers and two (2) antenna kits for approximately ninety 
(90) days. The 6981 st ROM requested authorization to provide this 
equipment in order that desired testing of VHF could be accomplished 
at Shemya, 




CHAPTER 7 » 1957 

The VHP intercept survey was accomplished by the Army 
Security Agency (ASA) with USAFSS equipment during the period 
of 10 March through 9 April 1957. 

VHP voice, HF/VHF voice, HP manual Morse, and BUNT signals 
were targets of this survey, although the primary subject was VHP. 
HF/VHF voice intercept to 42 megacycles was good, with best 
results in the HP range* Ho voice signals were heard above *46 
megacycles* Preliminary propagation studies indicated that Shemya 
was not favorably located for target signals above 42 megacycles. 

The conclusions of the test were that intercept below 42 
megacycles would be satisfactory at Shemya with properly 
engineered antennas. 


V 
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CHAPTER 8 - 1956 

la early 1958, a RADUfP collection facility bad been pro¬ 
gramed for Stenya by Hq USA? - The objective of this facility 
would be Interception of trajectory information on Soviet ICM's 
fired on the Tytira Tan Missile Test Bongo (l'iVTK). Shemya had 
been selected as the nost adequate site for such an operation 
due to its relative position to the normal arc of a ballistic 
missile fired to the Kamchatka Peninsula sad South Pacific 
Impact areas from the Tyura Tam Range Head. Target date for 
completion of this Installation was 15 March 1950. 


There was some concern over the possibility of radar inter¬ 
ference In the accomplishment of the CCMUfP/BLUTT mission 
currently assigned at Shemya. (SHUT positions were installed 
but not operational.} 


Da ring Jv”^^flvc(5 ) ktjrt Intercept posi tions, copying 
signals were placed In 

operation at shemya under 69 dlst BGM control. This Installation 
raised the total number of positions in operation at Shemya to 
fourteen (l4). These included four (fc) manual Horse, five ( 5 ) 
SUIT, three (3) IF radiotelephone, one (l) HF/VHF radiotelephone, 
and one (l) RIP. 


The initiation of RAglH^operationB (FFS- 17 ) was moved up 
to 1 July 1937 to allow uXEHHHHI personnel time for per¬ 
formance tests prior to relinquishing control to the 6981 st ROM. 
During the test period. It was found that RADIHT operations 
appeared to have little effect on CCMMT operations, but its 
effect on ELI ITT operations would be somewhat severe. Procedures 
were established to provide automatic cut-off switches on BLEST 
equipment so that this equipment would be blanked out during 
periods of RADIHT operation. 


A conference to discuss general planning for Joint AflA/USAFSS 
operations at Shemya was held on 3 August at the 6981 st R®, by 
the Commander, USAFSS. One of the primary results of this plan¬ 
ning meeting was an agreement to alternate command of the Joint 
facility on a semi-annual basis between ASA and USAFSS. 

Collocation of Detachment £3 and the 281 at ASA Company opera¬ 
tions was accomplished on 2 September 1958 with no loss of 
coverage. A Joint operational designator (USJ-799) was assigned 
and the operation was officially designated "Joint Operations 
Group, Shemya" (AAF/JOG). Various projects were subsequently 
established to eliminate duplication of CCKCffl and BLEHT efforts 
between the two services. 












During the latter past of 1958# additional plans vere formu¬ 
lated to accomplish better coordinated operation of this joint 

effort. 
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CHAPTER 9 - 1959 

Control of the EUHT effort at Sheayn was transferred from 
the 6901st Bi3! to ASAAL in January 1959. Joint operational 
procedures vere passed by joint directive of AFSS/Ft. Meade and 
CUSASA. 

The KPS-lj RAJDJHT operation was tasked, in July, with obtain¬ 
ing sightings of Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (iCBM’s), 
Earth Satellite Vehicles (ESV’s), and other space vehicles, both 
friendly and foreign. 

In an effort to determine the feasibility of RDF cross 
servicing action at Shemya, ESA proposed that the ASA RIP site 
(USJ-799B) assume USAP3S RIP responsibilities on a time available 
basis, commencing 1 August, for a ninety day period. To perform 
this test, the USAPSS RDF effort (USJ-799A) was closed down and 
personnel from this site were integrated with ASA RDF personnel 
at USJ-799B to accomplish both missions simultaneously. Intent 
of joint operations was for USJ-799B to respond to both CUSASAPAC 
and 6920th DF flashes with CUSASAPAC targets to receive first 
priority. 

On 1 December 1959 , this joint operation was discontinued due 
to lack of emphasis on USAFS3 targets; however. In late December 
1959; USJ-79SA once again went out of operations when all antennas 
were lost in a wind storm. 

Relocation with USJ-799B was accomplished again an 14 January 
i 960 cm a temporary basis until reactivation of USJ-799A could 
be completed. USJ-79% was once again restored to operation on 
16 April i 960 . 

Considerable interference to EUIfT operations was experienced 
at Shemya since shortly after the installation of the FPS-T], 
Haturally the KPS-17 was thought to be the cause of itj however, 
it was actually being generated internally within the ELIBT equip¬ 
ment itself. The close proximity of the two types of equipment 
(EEDfT and RADHTT) had prevented earlier discovery of this fact. 
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CHAPTER 10 - I960 


Operations at Shemya remained somewhat stable during 1960« 

The construction of a permanent joint operations/living 
quarters building began in the early spring of 1960 , and ms 
scheduled, for completion by late fall. Actual occupancy of the 
new operations and living facility ms effected during November 
I960, although the building was not entirely completed. However, 
construction continued, and completion was realized in early 1961 . 
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CHAPTER 11 - 1961 


Activity during 1961 continued, on a level with that of 1959 
and i960. Completion of the permanent operations/living area 
building considerably improved general conditions. 

A bowling alley was constructed on Shemya during this year 
and proved to be a great boost to morale. 

The USAFSS was now firmly entrenched on Shemya, and a period 
of stabilization was underway. 

The yearly rotation of personnel continued to cause consid¬ 
erable lessee in capability during various periods, but these 
losses were beginning to be absorbed by tpialified personnel 
arriving on consecutive overseas assignments as a result of the 
newly established 3D program. 
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SECTION VII - GAMBELL 


CHAPTER 1 - 1954 


USAFSS interest in the Gambeli, St. Lawrence Island, location 
apparently took place in 195 ^ <■ 


(b)(1) 


[(b)(1) 


The results of this initial survey, which took place between 
11 January and 19 February 1954. were negative. VHP Intercepts 


were not accomplished [t310M ~ 1 


1 

W ID 




However. 



there was some doubt as to the reliability of VHP intercept 
equipment utilized for the survey. Pre-arranged tests with the 
departing aircraft (which brought the team to Gambeli) were 


unsuccessful. 


BuildingB available at Gembell were found sufficient in 
number and condition to house a limited intercept effort. In 
addition, a former CM station could provide additional housing 
facilities if required. 

The lake at Gambeli was used as a landing strip while it was 
frozen. However, summer operations would be limited to the 
amphibious variety until a solid strip could be constructed. 
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CHAPTER 2 - 1955 


The second intercept test at Cambell vas accomplished 
during the period of 5 February through 6 March 1955* 


of this test was similar to that of the survey 


duri 



Improved interc 


(b)(1) 




(bTon 


raent was used, but results conti 


Interest continued in the Oambell site throughout 1955* 

A site survey of a highly sophisticated nature was planned for 
Gaabell during the smuacr of 1955* This survey wa s to accom¬ 
plish testing f or CCMETT, ELIFT and RADIET signals 

Codename for this survey was "SAIT CEDAR* 


Detailed preparations were made for this extensive survey, 
and plana were formulated in a highly professional manner. In 
conjunction with the plans for U3AFSS survey at Gambell, Hqs 
U3AF was Initiating & survey for the most likely site of intercept 


ofEURT/RADIN^imal^ljj 


This USAF survey was eodenamed "WILD 


For the purposes of the SAIT CEDAR operation and the simul¬ 
taneous WILD WAVES testing at Gaabell, the operations were 
combined. A preliminary survey of the site was accomplished by 
two (£) officers and a technical engineer in late May 1955. The 
Alaskan Air Command agreed to furnish a radar set, personnel to 
install and maintain this set, and radar operational training 
for intercept operators of the 6981st ROM who were to participate 
in this testing. 

Eight (8) 6981st RGM airmen were sent TDY to Fire Island to 
acquire radar training in late May 1955- Hqs USAF3S made arrange 
ments to airlift VHF (COMET) intercept equipment, as well as 
BURT equipment, to Elmendorf AFB. An officer and five (5) airmen 
















frcm the N. E. Cape operations arrived to accomplish the ELIHT 
effort, and cn 29 June 1955, all equipment and most personnel 
departed Anchorage (Elmendorf) aboard an L5T. The remaining 
personnel and equipment departed by air on 1 July. 

WILD WAVES testing was completed at Cambell ia early July 
and the test team continued on to other sites- 


Integration of EUNT/BADIKT/CQHUTT efforts was accomplished 
by the use of a field phone link between the three ops rations 




At the completion of the SALT CEDAR survey on 15 September, 
all equipment was dismantled and packed with the exception of one 
(l) HF/VHF radiotelephone position. This position was moved 
from the site operations area to the Army Security Agency (ASA) 
detachment operations. The retention of this position vas 
accomplished at the request of ASA, and an agreement was made 
between. A3AAL and the 6901st BSM to maintain the operation. 

It vas to be supported by ASA as long as USAESS personnel could 
be available to man it. 

VHF intercept on this position continued at a fair level 
until November 1955- At that time, a considerable decrease in 
aetlv^jj^na^joted but was attributed to adverse weather conditions 

Manning on this position vas maintained, when¬ 
ever possible, by volunteer operators from the 3t. E. Cape COUNT 
facility. The sole criteria was sixty (60) days experience at 
N. E. Cape in voice intercept operations. In the absence of 
volunteers, personnel were selected on an involuntary basis. 

The duty was performed on a TXTlf basis. 

As a result cf the SAIT CEDAR survey, plans were formulated 
to establish a Cambell operations as Detachment #5, 6901st RSM. 
Operations cf this detached unit were scheduled to commence on 
1 October 1956 . 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1956 


It became apparent that the establishment of Detachment #5 
at Cambell could not feasibly be accomplished during 195^> and 
plans were made to slip the date of operation to fiscal year 
1958. 

The Commander, 6981st RGM V then recommended that Detachment 
#1 (fl, E. Cape) and the proposed Detachment #5 be collocated at 
Cambell. DIRNSA subsequently decided that the intercept available 
at Cambell did not warrant both an ASA and a USAFSS site. Plan¬ 
ning with AAC for the establishment of Detachment #5, was 
stopped, and further plans were made to turn the VHF mission over 
tc ASA at Cambell. USAFSS also approached USAF on the possibility 
of turning over the proposed ELIOT mission at Cambell to ASA, 
and to stop shipment on an ELIOT intercept van enroute to Cambell. 

The proposed EUKT mission was slipped. In the master program, 
to fiscal year 1959, and the VHF operation at Cambell was trans¬ 
ferred to ASA. USAFSS personnel departed this site during the 
summer of 1956 . 
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CHAPTER k - i 960 


Following the departure of "Team #4" from Gambell in 1956, 
no further action was taken regarding this site until early 1960 , 
when an additional survey was considered and planning initiated. 


_ m 

(b)(1) 

! 

Thi3 survey was originally codenamed "ORE CAR", but due to 
an early compromise, the codename was changed to "ROAD BED". In 
conjunction with this survey project, an Airborne Communications 
Reconnaissance Platform (ACRP) intercept effort vas to be accom¬ 
plished in search of the same signals as the ground effort. The 
codename assigned to this effort vas "ORAKGE PIN". 

i 

j 

The ground survey vae intended to compare intercept from 
Gambell, at both shore and shipboard installations, with 
intercept from a follow-up survey at the hilltop of H. E. Cape. 


(D)(1) H 

1 

The Gambell portion of this survey commenced 7 July i 960 , 
and tests were accomplished from aboard the 1ST, on shore at 

Gambell, and atop the bluff at that site. 

i 

i 

(b)(1) 


Intercept 03 HF frequencies at the Gambell sites was generally 
of good quality with better hearability when compared to inter¬ 
cept from operational sites. 


The volume of non-Morse (radioprlnter) intercept at the 
Gambell site was slightly lower than that later accomplished at 
the T?. E. Cape hilltop site, but still showed a favorable 
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comparison. The greater number of non-Morse intercepts at H. E 
Cape Hilltop could be attributed to the decreased emphasis 
during the latter test on VHF/OHF frequencies. 




Lghts 

|were also negative. 

:s were conducted between 22 and 31 July in conjunction 
with the Gambell survey. Recordings of non-Morse activity 
resulting from these flights indicated no unique transmissions* 

A portion of these recordings was analyzed locally. All record¬ 
ings were then forwarded to KIRNSA for additional and final 
analysis. 



The interference experienced at N. E. Cape hilltop operations 
tended to negate this site, and to point more favorably to Gaa.beH 
for possible future intercept operations. 
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SECTION VIII - ATTU 

During only one period, 4 May through l6 June 1954, did the 
discussion of Attu Island as an Intercept location reach the 
action stage. 


This survey was the result of dissatisfaction vlth the Adak 
Island operations site, and took place in the search of a no re 
adequate site for both Intercept operations and logistic support. 


Th e Intent wa s to find a sit* 
cations[ 

with an adequate degree of success. 


ntercept of coonunl- 
eould he obtained 


The survey operation was finally located in an area north of 
the Peace River. Considerable difficulty was encountered In 
choosing an adequate location due to the Inability to travel over 
the difficult terrain, and the lack of roads. Equipment Included 
an HO- 17 hut mounted on a ^ ton truck. Quarters and mess 
facilities vere provided by the Navy Security Detachment at Attu. 

The actual test was conducted between 14 May and IS June 1954, 
and intercept compared favorably with that obtained at the Adak 
Installation. Tactical and strategic voice (HP radiotelephone) 
traffic was considerably better In both quantity and quality. 

A good portion of the HP radiotelephone traffic was unique to 
previous intercept, and activity was intereeptable during the 
complete twenty-four (24) hour day. This compared to much 
shorter time periods for intercept at Adak. Ground stations (HP 
radiotelephone) were Intercepted that had never been intercepted 
at Adak with any success. 


Non-Morse traffic was available In considerable q uantity and 
All desired ta rgets were successfully heard, 
!■■■■ VHP intercept was negligible. 

It was determined that while Attu provided a good strategic 
location for intercept operations, there was little else to 
offer. Buildings were scarce and in poor condition. Climatic 
conditions were indicative of a considerable detriment to econom¬ 
ical operations. Contrary to this determination, it was recommended 
that this site be given immediate attention as an intercept 
location. This declslo^va^base^on. the desire for more adequate 
coverage of the U^^HHMHfaulldup and the excellent 
Intercept results obtained during the test. 


An immediate decision on the establishment of an operation 
at this site was delayed while cost estimates of construction 
and maintenance could be accomplished. 
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Plans were formulated, during the spring of 1955, for a 
permanent detachment at Attu. Cost estimates of proposed con¬ 
struction at both Shemya and Attu were completed by AAC in 
January 1956. As a result of these estimates and subsequent 
discussions, recommendations were forwarded by AAC, to USAF, that 
Shemya be u tilised in lieu of Attu as a site for intercept of 

_ I activity. 
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SECTION IX - KOTZEBUE 


Sue to the considerable problems encountered at the N. E. 

Cape Installation during the winter of 1953/l95^j Kotzebue, 

Alaska, gained prominence as a possible relocation site for the 
N. E. Cape operations. 

A survey was performed at this site during the period of 
19 July through 31 August 1954. This survey was performed to 
ascertain the capability of this site in intercepting the 
assigned mission of Flight B, N. E. Cape. 

The availability of facilities and logistic support, as 
well as adequate communications, at the Kotzebue location were 
the primary considerations. The original plan was for a survey 
at Tin City; however, Kotzebue was the final choice. 

The test consisted of one (1) HF radiotelephone position, 
one (l) HF manual Morse position, and one (l) HF/IF/VLF manual 
Morse position. Intercept was conducted in the Operations 
building of a former radar site at that location. 

Results indicated that manual Morse intercept was on a par, 
both in quantity and quality, with that at N. E. Cape. However, 
intercept of voice communications was comparatively poorer than 
that at N. E. Cape. 

The general summary of this effort was that action to relo¬ 
cate the N. E. Cape operations should be held in abeyance pending 
the possible movement of the radiotelephone effort from N. E. 

Cape to Cambell. If the radiotelephone position move materialized, 
then Kotzebue could be established as an operations to absorb 
the manual and automatic Morse efforts at N. E. Cape. 

The accessibility of Kotzebue in comparison with N. E. Cape 
plus Increased logistic support were emphasized as distinct 
advantages. 
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SECTION X - HT. BARROW 


CHAPTER 1 - 195k 


A site survey was initiated at Pt. Barrow, Alaska, in 
September 195*+* This survey was originally planned for 130 days 
and was scheduled to end on 10 January 1955* 

The purpose of the survey was to determine the suitability 
of this site for a permanent intercept facility. Considaration* 
prompting this survey were similar to those which prompted 
previous surveys at Gaa.beIX, Attu, end Kotzebue, during 195*+« 


Kb)(1) 


The initial survey at Barrow was conducted with one (l) IF 
manual Morse position, one (l) HF manual Morse position, one (l) 
LF/H? automatic Morse position, and one (1) HF radiotelephone 
position. 

Intercept operations were located in a portable van approxi¬ 
mately one (l) mile south of the main camp area. One (l) officer 
and sixteen (l6) airmen constituted the original survey contingent. 

Logistic support for this operation was obtained from the 
Office of Naval Research, which at that time was supporting the 
Arctic Research Laboratory operation at Barrow, under the Jurls- 
< diction of the University of Alaska. 


KbHi) 










KbRl) 


(5) large quantities of heretofore unrecovered activity 
were intercepted. This indicated the availability of considerable 
unique intercept and a sizeable development potential for this site. 

(6) Other known types of activity were intercepted 
with results comparative to or better than those achieved at 
other Alaskan theater sites. 

As a result of the excellent restats obtained during this 
initial period, it was recommended that the survey be extended 
for an additional six (6) months {from 11 January 1955 to 10 July 
1955 )' It was further recommended that an Interim permanent 
Intercept effort be established to consist of five (5) manual 
Morse positions, one (l) RDF position, and two (2) automatic 
Morse positions, with ultimate permanent construction to be 
accomplished In fiscal year 1957* This recommendation was 
approved, and discussion was then begun on the prospect of 
establishing permanent operations at Barrow. 














CHAPTER 2 - 1955 


Logistic support responsibilities of the Barrow installation 
changed to the Western Electric Corporation (contractors for DEW 
Line radar installations) on 1 January 1955* One beneficial 
aspect of the new management was the immediate drop of over 505 & 
in support costs* Barrow communications improved considerably 
with installation of an AAC6 unit at that site. As a result, a 
teletype circuit was installed between the camp and the AAC3 
transmitter in the village. AACS agreed to transmit up to 
10,000 groups per day for our Barrow operations as soon as crypto 
account procedures could be established. 


The operation at Barrow continued to produce on an extremely 
successful basis.., The operation, which had previously been 
extended to 10 July 1955, was further extended to 1 September 
1955 to insure a full year of operation. Further permission was 
requested of Hqs USAFSS to remain at Barrow after 1 September 
1955, oa a semi-permanent basis, a contincent of two ( 2 ) 
officers and sixty ( 60 ) airmen. 



Plans continued, and the designation - Detachment #3 was 
assigned the Barrow operation which now consisted of six (6) 
positions. (This designation was later transferred to the Shemya 
unit and Barrow became Detachment #4.) USA was considering 
establishing Barrow as a permanent site. Target date for per¬ 
manent operations was tentatively set for late 1955. 

During the summer of 1955, DIRNSA requested that Pt. Barrow 
continue as a survey operation for an additional year (l September 
1955 to 1 September 1956). In return, the Commander, 6981st ROM, 
recommended that either permanent status be granted, or close 
down the operation entirely. DIRNSA Indicated that analysis of 
the first year's traffic (l September 195 ^ to 1 September 1955) 
would be accomplished, and a decision made subsequent to such 
completion. 

The Commanding General, AAC (General Acheaon), voiced strong 
objections to the establishment of a permanent USAFSS site at 
Barrow, even though a permanent DEW line site was under construc¬ 
tion at that location. AAC questioned the Justification of such 
an operation insofar as end products were concerned. 

DIRNSA refused further expansion of the Barrow effort until 
evaluation of the first year's intercept had been completed. 

Target date for establishment of permanent operations was slipped 
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to 1 July 1956. Hqs USAFSS provided four (4) vans for this tenta¬ 
tively permanent operation. 

NSA completed the evaluation of the first year's traffic on 
22 November 1955* As a result, it was recommended that a permanent 
site be established as soon as practical with an increase of six 
(6) COMINT positions over those already in use. Hq USAFSS stated 
that they had requested USAF approval for a permanent ten (10) 
position Intercept detachment to be effected on 1 July 1956. 
Position alignment would consist of two (2) VHP/UEF radiotelephone, 
six (6) manual Morse, one (l) automatic Morse, and one (l) REF. 

In accordance with previous estimates by AAC, the 6981st 
RGM requested 30,000 dollars in additional funds to permit 
permanent installation of vans on the tundra adjacent to the 
Pt. Barrow site. 

A VHF test was scheduled to begin at Barrow by the end of 
November and continue for a sixty (60) day period. This test 
was delayed until 1956 pending receipt of required equipment. 

On 20 December 1955> the 6901st BOM notified USAFSS that 
AAC had been directed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to support a 
permanent unit at Barrow effective 1 July 1956, and AAC had 
requested additional information for planning and programming. 
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CHAPTER 3 - 1956 


On 13 January, USAFSS notified the 6981st RGM that plans 
and records on hand at Hq U3AF Indicated sufficient information 
had been provided AAC to allow programming and establishment of 
support for the Barrow unit as a permanent Installation beyond 
1 July 1956- (it became obvious, at this point, that special 
attention was being given the progress of this operation, prob¬ 
ably due to the stated objections voiced by the CG, AAC.) 

AAC informed USAF, on 18 January 1956, that they were pre¬ 
paring a revised financial plan in order to obtain sufficient 
funds to establish and initially support the permanent detachment 
to be activated on 1 July 1956. 

Because of the extended activities of the Western Electric 
Company at Barrow, the phase out of construction was extended 
from May 1956 to 30 October 1956. AAC stated that activation 
of Detachment #4 at Barrow would not be possible on 1 July 1956, 
and that the date of 30 October for completion of construction 
was highly tentative. 

AAC further stated that they were checking with the DEW Line 
Project Officer to determine accurate phase out dates, but new 
construction was Impossible because Mona Lisa resupply was not 
programmed for Pt. Barrow in 1956. (This latter statement does 
not entirely coincide with what AAC had previously told Hq USA?.) 

On 8 March, USAFS3, in a directive from DCS/Mat®riel, indi¬ 
cated that establishment of the Barrow Installation was to take 
place in two (2) phases. The first phase was to consist of 
installation of four (4) positions and related equipment. The 
second phase was to consist of six ( 6 ) positions and related equip¬ 
ment. It because evident that this directive had emanated from 
the DCS/Materiel without prior coordination with DCS/PXansj 
therefore, that office was notified that AAC intended to slip the 
Barrow establishment to a later date. 

On 23 June, USAFSS indicated that USAF had authorised spaces 
for the Barrow operation effective 1 August 1956, and Barrow would 
have to remain on survey status until that date. 

It was at this stage of planning (26 June 1956) that it 
became apparent that AAC had failed to make any arrangements what¬ 
soever for support of the Barrow operations, subsequent to 30 
June 1956. 
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This fact cfuse to light when the Commander, 6981st ROM was 
performing a routine check with AAC on the status of Barrow pre¬ 
paration. 


AAC stated that the recent receipt of USAF Manual 172-1 had 
resulted in an interpretation which relieved them of responsibility 
for funding for support of tangible or feasible areas required by 
tenant units. AAC had further determined that this included all 
or most of the services which would be required by Detachment #3, 
Shemya, and Detachment #4, Barrow. As a result, AAC had cancelled 
all programming for funding of these operations. 

When queried as to why the 6981st RGM had not been notified, 
AAC stated that they assumed Hq USAFSS was responsible for such 
notification, 

Hq USAFSS was notified of the problem, and cost estimates 
of Det #3 end Det $4 operations for fiscal year 1957 were included. 
A telecon was held with USAFSS and a message subsequently forwarded 
to AAC by USAFSS. This message indicated that USAFSS was aware 
of the requirement for their funding for modifications and minor 
construction! however, they did not agree that AAC was relieved, 
under 172-1, of normal logistic support as previously tasked by 
USAF. 


AAC took interim steps to provide support for Barrow through 
30 September 1956. 

Barrow became Detachment #4 on 1 July 1956. Personnel were 
supplied from 6981st BOH resources during the first month of 
operations until USAF manning was effected. 

Preliminary construction which had been allocated, by AAC 
to the 11th AD to be completed by 1 July, had not yet been 
started. On 12 July 1956, the 11th AD notified AAC that the 
construction was beyond their capability, and that a contract 
would have to be let. It was further indicated In this notifi¬ 
cation that the cost estimate would Jump from the previously 
estimated 13,000 dollars to a figure approximating 60,000 dollars 
with the letting of this contract to a civilian concern. AAC 
recommended that the 6961st PGM obtain the necessary funds from 
USAFSS. 

The Commander, 6981st RGM, notified AAC on 14 August that 
relocation of the Barrow operations must be accomplished prior 
to operation of the DEW Line Radar because of expected interference. 
It was pointed out that construction should be completed by 
1 October 1956. Concern was expressed that no progress had been 
made on the project to date. 
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The Commander AAC informed USAFSS on 17 August that 60,000 
dollars was required and requested funds in that amount from 
USAFSS. The Director of Intelligence, obviously concerned over 
the problems hindering the establishment of Detachment 
expressed his views that if no action was completed by 1 December 
1956> intercept would be lost at Barrow due to Interference from 
the DEW Line Site going into operation on that date. 

On 14 September, USAFSS notified AAC that 60,000 dollars had 
been allotsd for the necessary construction of pads for the vans. 

In October, AAC initiated negotiation with the prime contractor 
at Barrow for continued support of Detachment through 31 Dec¬ 
ember 1956« 

On 29 November, the 6981st ROM forwarded a fResuae of Point 
Barrow Planning" to AAC. It was pointed out that, despite the 
availability of construction funds, nothing had been accomplished 
to prepare the proposed site for operations. AAC did provide two 
(2) 75 kilowatt generators, and 6981st ROM personnel proceeded 
to Barrow to move the five (5) vans to the new location, even 
though the pads had not been constructed. This procedure insured 
continued operational however, it placed the operation in a hi ghly 
precarious position. If the vans were left on the tundra after 
the thaw, they would probably sink into the muck. 
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CHAPTER 4 - 1957 

On 12 February 1951, the 6981st ROM received approval for 
installation of three (3) prefabricated huts at Barrow which would 
allow the transfer of operations from the vans then In use. The 
vans on the tundra had been temporarily prevented from sinking by 
constant Recking and blocking. The prime contractor at Barrow 
was contacted directly by the 6981st RGM to set up the pre-fab 
huts. However, they replied that they were in the employment of 
the Air Materiel Command, and that employment of the firm would 
have to be coordinated with that command. The AMC Was contacted, 
and the available funds ($60,000) were turned over to it for the 
Initial construction of Detachment #4. Apparently AAC had been 
completely eliminated from the planning picture, except for normal 
logistics, and AMC was to handle any construction. 

It was at this stage that economy measures began to be felt. 
Discussion was initiated toward the possible integration of 
Detachment #1 and Detachment #4 at the Det #1 (N. E. Cape) site. 

As a result, plans were established, and the 60,000 dollars for 
Barrow construction was withdrawn from AMC. 

To continue operations at Detachment #4, and at the seuoe 
tiime: economize, the Commander, Det #4, requested permission to 
move operations to a quohset in the main camp. This move was 
permitted, primarily to defray additional transportation costs 
and upkeep of the vans. However, even this move was delayed 
because of lack of necessary equipment. 

The "MODEL HOMS'' survey was started on 3 July 1957, to find 
a consolidation site for intercept operations detached from the 
6981st ROM. This was the first step in discontinuing the Barrow 
effort. Preliminary surveys were accomplished at Cape Idsbume, 
Tin City, tod Nome. However, actual surveys never took place. 

It was decided that a hearability test would be performed at H. E. 
Cape instead, to deterpdne if the Pt. Barrow intercept mission 
could be accomplished at that site. 

The hearability test at N. E. Cape was perforated beginning 
15 October l<jJ57, and the results were sufficiently satisfactory 
to formulate plans for the movement of Detachment #4 operations 
to H. E. Cape in early 1958. 
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CHAPTER 5 - 1958 


The initial phase of the move from Pt. Barrow was accomplished 
or. 26 February 1958* 

The final deactivation of Pt. Barrow took place on IQ May 

1958 . 


The trend toward economy of operations, the objections of 
AAC, and the lack of support resulting therefrom, had finally 
forced the discontinuation of one of the most lucrative sites 
of intercept available in the Alaskan Theater. 
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SECTION n - GAPE USEURNE 
CHAPTER I - 1937 

Cape Listnime first came under consideration as a possible 
intercept site during the sturner of 1951, in conjunction with 
Project "MODEL HOME”. This project was established to find a 
consolidation site for integration of N. E. Cape and Pt. Barrow 
intercept efforts. The project was primarily the result of 
economy measures which had considerably curtailed military spend* 
lag at that time. 

During the period of MODEL HOME research, only a pre-sit© 
survey was conducted at Cape Lisburne, as well as at the other 
sites concerned. The findings at Usburne were not particularly 
inviting. The preliminary survey revealed only one site with 
sufficient area and grade to accommodate an antenna field. This 
area was to the east of the base camp, along the Arctic Ocean. 

The average vertical angle to the tops of the surrounding mountains, 
from a point near the shore, was seven degrees which was considered 
excessive for good Intercept results. Noise level and signal 
strength tests were made with noise level at a minimum but signal 
strength good only in the HF frequency range. The existence of 
mountains completely blocking azimuths south of 270 degrees posed 
a deterrent to optimum operations. 
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CHAPTER 2 - 1961 

The search for an interce pt B ite to fl eter*»l*c the 
lty of electromagnetic signal* 

again brought Cape Liabun^Tnt^conaideratlon. 


dlabil- 


A site survey teas consisting of one (l) officer, two (2) 
SHUT operators (one (1) USAF8S and one (l) ASA), one (1) voice 
Intercept operator, one (l) radioprinter Intercept operator, one 
(1) analyst, and one (l) maintenance technician departed Elmendorf 
APB for Cape Lisbume on 14 Jane 1961. All personnel and equip¬ 
ment were airlifted into place aboard one (l) C-123 and one (l) 
C-124. The equipment consisted of one (l) H-l van utilized for 
If, HF, and VHP Morse, non-Morse radioprinter, and voice intercept, 
and one Hellhut utilized for SHUT intercept. Two (2) ground 
power units and assorted antennas were utilized. 


As indicated, the survey was a Joint effort by the 69&lst 
BCSM and Army Security Agency Alaska. Testing consisted of broad 
band spectrum search from 1 kilocycle to 4 kiloaegncycles for 
unique emissions. 


A preliminary test was attempted atop the mountain in the 
vicinity of the radome between 16 June and 18 June, during a 
period that the radar equipment was shut down. This effort 
failed however, due to extreme icing conditions and high winds 
measured at a plus eighty (80) knots. Fortunately, only two (2) 
antennas had been set up, and damage to equipment was slight. 

Equipment was then moved and Installed on a bluff overlooking 
the Chuchki Sea at the base of the mountains and vest of the main 
base. Long wire antennas were strung, and various VHP/UHF 
antennas were raised. 


During the period of actual testing (l4 June 1961 through 
14 July 1961), negative results were achieved in the search for 
unique electromagnetic signals. The HF and If frequency epectrums 
provided Intercept of known targets, of good quality and in many 
instances, superior to that intercepted at other sites. 

Geographical problems were encountered in considerable 
degree. The latter location left considerable to be desired as it 
was blocked by the coastal mountain range south of an approximate 
265 degree azimuth. The area was, however, the most desirable 
available in the Cape LLsburne area with the exception of the 
hilltop, as Indicated. 

Summary of this effort indicated that while Cape Lisbume 
does offer lucrative Intercept possibilities within the HF 
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frequency range, intercept would be limited to these targets, 
with the additional limitation in azimuth of coverage. Hilltop 
operations could feasibly eliminate many of these problems, but 
would create logistical problems on an even greater scale plus 
the severity of the weather. The possibility of obtaining inter¬ 
cept above the HF frequency spectrum from this site must be 
considered remote. 
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SECTION XII - TIN CITY 


Considerable interest has been shown in this site throughout 
USAFSS operations in the Alaskan Theater! however* it is interest¬ 
ing to note that no actual survey has ever taken place at this 
location. 

The Initial interest in the Tin City area was Indicated in 
195^ when USAFSS was looking for a more adequate home for the 
intercept effort at N. E. Cape. This was immediately following 
the first year's operation at N. E« Cape* during which time* a 
multitude of problems in logistics and basic existence had been 
encountered. For some unknown reason* the intent to survey Tin 
City was cancelled in favor of a site survey at Kotzebue during 
1954 . 


Again during 1957* the Tin City area was considered for site 
survey. This consideration came In conjunction with the MODEL 
HOME project, A preliminary survey was conducted to determine the 
best location at Tin City for the establishment of an Intercept 
effort. Two areas were considered, but one nearer the AC&tf site 
was chosen for the establishment of survey operations. The 
undesirable feature of this selection was that it was directly 
east of Tin Mountain (alt. 2300 ft). This mountain blocked 
nearly a 50 degree azimuth in the most desirable intercept 
direction. 

As a result of the preliminary surveys for the MODEL HOME 
project* Tin City was chosen as the actual survey site. Further 
investigation revealed, however* that the site at Tin City 
chosen for this survey did not contain sufficient firm ground 
to support an antenna field. At this stage it was decided to 
replace the MODEL HOME project with a hearability test at N. E. 
Cape* This test was to determine the capability of N. E. Cape 
in intercepting the mission assignment of Pt. Barrow. As 
results from this test were satisfactory* and economy measures 
were playing a rather large part in selection of a consolidation 
site* Tin City was once more bypassed without benefit of an 
actual hearability test* and N. E. Cape became the consolidation 
site. 


Tin City came under consideration once more in 1961. Follow¬ 
ing the site survey at Cape Lisbume (scheduled for lk June - 
15 July)* it was intended to move the survey team to Tin City to 
accomplish a thirty (30) day test at that site for unique electro¬ 
magnetic signals. Once again. Tin City was bypassed. This time 
it was the result of extremely adverse weather conditions which 
marooned the survey team at Cape Idsbume for a thirty (30) day 
period after the survey at that site had been completed. The 
weather conditions at both Cape lisbume and Tin City were contin¬ 
uously poor during this entire period. Tin City could not receive 
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military aircraft for a consecutive thirty-six {36) day period. 
As a result f Ha City remained an unknown quantity. 















PART II 


tt. S. ABC 

SECTION I - KBSAI. WILDWOOD 5TATI0H 

Although no records are available to support the foundation 
of Amy Security Agency (ASA) Operations, Alaska, in its initial 
stages, available information does indicate that the operation 
at Kenai, Wildwood Station was the first permanent ASA installa¬ 
tion in this theater. This installation was purportedly 
initiated during the late 194o f a. (All records of ASA partici¬ 
pation in the Alaskan Theater 8IGINT effort prior to i960 have 
been retired to Hq Army Security Agency, Arlington Hall, Virginia. 

Wildwood Station, Kenai, bad been evacuated by ASA during 
1958, as an active intercept operational sltej however, in Decem¬ 
ber i960, a Site Survey was conducted at Wildwood for electro¬ 
magnetic transmissions in the 500 kilocycle to 1000 megacycle 
range. 


This survey was accomplished between 9 December i960 and 
7 January 1961. Equipment was furnished by DIKHSA through 
HSAAL, and was installed and transported in a van obtained from 
the 6961st HGM. 

A "Chickenwire" antenna provided excellent reception from 
500 kcs to 300 acs, with best reception In the 30 to 60 mea 
range. Results were not as good above or below this 30 to 60 mes 
range. The use of this rather complex and bulky antenna left a 
considerable impression on participating personnel, and this 
survey operation acquired the nickname "Operation Chickenvire". 

Due to lack of identification aids and the inexperience of 
the operators la performing Identification of the various inter¬ 
cepted signals, little of the intercept obtained on this survey 
was identified at the site. Traffic from this test was forwarded 
to HSAAL for evaluation, and there is no official record of the 
findings. However, the bundle labels were mixed up, magnetic tapes 
were put Into the wrong envelopes, and most traffic ended up in 
the scrap. 
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SECTION II - GAMBKLL 


A Site Survey of Gambell, St. Iavrence Island, was conducted 
between 22 February and 13 April 1951* The purpose of thl|. 
.gngrauaLS to acquire a site for intercept of low echelon [_ 

coaaunlcations not available from current sources. The 
survey operation was accomplished to provide a comparison of 
intercept capability between Rome, Alaska* and Gaabell. No 
record of the ASA Nome survey Is available. 


The results of this survey indicated that signals emanating 
from Russia* Europe, Asia* South America* Australia* and parts 
of Africa, plus Chinese and Korean Conffljunl^^^Lj^nx^Groundwere 
mon itored with go od signal strength. 

Voice intercepts were numerous 

(probably HF radiotelephone). 


It was also determined that Gaabell could he adequately 
supplied by air from Ladd AFB, Fairbanks. Traffic could b® trans¬ 
mitted by VEF radioteletype to Nome and thence relayed to Arling¬ 
ton Hall via Anchorage and the present communications net. 


of 


for tht P ur P°»e of interception 
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sign car m - skagway 


During the fall of 1953? the Army Security Agency, Alaska 
(ASAAL) conducted a Site Survey of Skagvay, Alaska* This survey 
consisted of an evaluation of HP radiopriater signals available 
at that site* The test was perform ed-in_a fr equency range 
between 4290 and 10660 kilocycles. 



No records are 
dations made at the 


available indicating the results or recontnen- 
coopletion of this test. 
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SECTIPS IV - SHEMYA 

During the period 6 March through 11 April 1957, the Army 
Security Agency, Alaska, performed a Site Survey of Sfaeraya Island, 
Aleutian Chain.^Th^dSBion of this survey was to intercept and 
record all ||g||f|HH|^^Lctlvlty on the VHF band, and In addition, 
to sample unusual activity on the Sf bands (0 to 8 

megacycles). Also EUHT and Morse General Search missions were 
accomplished. 



Ko BUST type signals were Intercepted above ||(||f|niegacycles. 
Jamming type signals were beard with consistency on the HF band. 


Radiotelephone Intercepts, accomplished with the assistance 
of a complimentary survey team from the 698,1st KM, were excellent 
in the HF range, VHF radiotelephone intercepts were negligible 
(See PART I, SECTION VI). 


Equipment used in this test was partially obtained through 
the 6981st ROM and was that equipment utilised in the USAFSS salt 
CEDAR survey at Gaabell. (See PART I, SECTION VII} 
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SECTION V - FOOT RICHARDSON, AIA3KA 

A Site Survey of Site Summit (mountain top location In the 
Anchorage area) was accomplished by the Army Security Agency, 
Alaska during the period 3 through 17 August 1959* 


The mission of this survey was the interception of COHIJJT/ 
fill ITT activity. The CCKDfT mission was directed toward the search 
foruy^nd all targets known to be associated with the 
lill^Hprogra*. The ELI NT mission was dli 
for any and all signals associated with the 
gram. 



Limited intercept of C CHI NT targets and no KURT intercepts 
were accomplished. 
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SECTION VI * CAFE LESBUHSE 


The Army Security Agency, Alaska, participated in the BLENT 
portion of a broad band electromagnetic survey in the Cape 
Lisburn* area during the period 14 June through 13 July 1961 . 

Results of this teat were negative» (See PART I, SECTION XI) 
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PART III 


U. 3. NAVY 

U. S. HAVY COMMUNICATIONS SUFPIBOSmHy ACTTFITT, CLftM LAGOON, ADAK 

In September 1943, a Communications Supplementary activity 
vaa estab 11 abed at dam Lagoon, Adak Island, Aleutian Chain, 

> Alaska, with associated direction finding activity Installed at 

Zeto Point, Adak. This Installation'probably constituted the 
initial COMINT effort in the Alaskan Theater. Facilities were 
housed in quonset huts and wooden buildings during and after 
World War II. 

Ho additional information Is available, at this tine, as to 
the mission, strength, equipment, responsibilities, etc., of this 
facility during the Intervening years until 19 UB. 

As a result of the Public Works Authorization Bill, passed 
by Congress in 1948, funds for permanent construction to house 
the Communications Supplementary Activity, Adak, were appropriated 
in June 19**d» In April 1949, permission was granted to proceed 
with construction of a facility to house the Naval Communications 
Station at Adak, and by the end of 1949, this construction was 
well under way. Construction apparently continued into 1952, when 
it was noted that the final stages of construction were reached 
. , in the spring of that year. On 1 May 1952, the personnel attached 

to the Communications Supplementary Activity were transferred to 
. , the Naval Communications Station (Receivers), Adak. 

Baring the subsequent period, the Communications Supplemen¬ 
tary Activity became the U. 3. Naval Security Group Department, 
Naval Radio Station (Receivers), Adak, and was assigned a unit 
designation of 0SN-13. 

No additional information is available regarding the opera¬ 
tions at Adak. During the period 1943 - 1961, this activity 
had not participated in any special or joint exercises other 
than routine training exercises or defense drills. The position 
configuration at the Naval Security Group Department, Adak, at 
the close of 1961 , was a tots! of twenty-nine ( 29 ) positions. 

These positions included* twelve (12) manual Morse, one (l) auto¬ 
matic Morse, three ( 3 ) voice, five ( 5 ) radioprinter, six ( 6 ) 

1 Morse General Search, one (l) non-Morse General Search, and one 

• (1) SUNT. 
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